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Vor. XV 


TRANSMISSION OF INFLUENZA. 


A communication, translated from a Continental 
journal, will be found. on p. 734. So far as we 
know, although the observations of some British 
practitioners agree in the main with those stated, 
the work on this side of the Channel has not been 
anything in advance of that noted by Herr Grimme 
as ‘neither too plentiful nor too lucid”; and yet 
the matter must affect animals of considerable mone- 
tary value. We agree with the translator, that there 
is an opening for some careful investigator: but the 
therapeutic side of the question would be more im- 
mediately interesting to the practitioner. 


CHANGES. 


Last week saw the commencement of one of the 
largest changes—numerically —that has affected the 
London Veterinary Surgeons for years past—the 
substitution of electric for horse traction on a com- 
pleted portion of the South London Tramways, the 
first effect of which has been the advertisement of 
the sale of 900 horses. A dozen years ago such an 
announcement would have been met with wailing by 
a number of our members ; to-day it passes without 
comment. We have come to recognise that these 
900 horses will not disappear from off the face of the 
earth—-they will want as much attention at our 
hands, probably more, than hitherto. The change 
is simply a redistribution ; :and concomitant with the 
increase in electric traction comes an extension of 
omnibus traffic in ‘cross roads” and outlying 
districts which goes far to equalise the conditions. 
Similarly with the men employed as drivers and 
attendants, it is almost certain that a larger 
number than before will find employment. 

Ina few months the Metropolitan and District 
Railways will adopt electric traction ; one company will 
lay aside 30 steam locomotives, each of which is 
Worked by five men, but the number of men re- 
quired for the new work will be at least as great, and 
if the companies find a demand for a three-minute 
service it will be greater. So far asthe V.S. is 
concerned it looks as though the road motor is more 

kely to be an enemy, since in many cases it affects 
§uimals which are outside the “‘ contract’’ prices, 
and are not attended by ‘the company’s vet.” and 
'n the country it will also adversely affect the pro- 
fession—how much and in what direction cannot at 
Present be estimated. 


A farmer he stood on the rain-sodden heather, 
— mused as he gazed on an invalid ram— 
“ust whether the wether would weather the weather 


HORSE-SICKNESS; ITS ORIGIN AND 
SPREAD. 
By Herpert Warkins PitcHrorp, 


Govt. Bacteriologist and Director, Veterinary 
Department. 


(An Abstract of a Report to the Colonial Secretary 
of Natal.) 


Some months ago | forwarded a short Interim 
Report on the results of my work in connection 
with Horse-sickness. This report, dealing entirely 
with the question of the aetiology or causative 
factors, did not attempt to set forth a comprehen- 
sive description of the disease. JI am now bring: 
ing under your notice some further proofs of the 
correctness of the theory then formulated, which 
provided for the agency of winged insects in the 
spread of the disease. 

Various opinions, as far back as 1855, seem to 
have been recorded as to the nature of the malady, 
but until the article published in 1881 by Colonel 
Lambert, the late Director of the A.V.D., then 
Inspector V. S. Lambert, which ascribed the 
disease to the Bacillus Anthracis, no definite 
theory was formulated. The report, which was 
published by the direction of the then Governor 
of the Colony, bore the title ‘* Horse-sickness or 
Anthrax in South Africa.” Seven years later an 
investigation was undertaken by Mr. Nunn, 
F.R.C.V.S. (now Vet.-Colonel Nunn), at the 
direction of the War Office Authorities, and this 
investigation resulted in disproving the agency of 
the organism of Anthrax in the production of the 
disease, and also in directing the attention of 
observers to the possibility of the ‘* Malarial 
origin” of the disease. This somewhat vaguely 
used term will be found also in earlier writers, but 
without any very definite idea being conveyed to 
the mind. The older use of the word “ malarial” 
was almost synonymous with “ miasmal,” a 
noxious exhalation from damp or marshy ground 
exerting its injurious effects, presumably, through 
the respiratory system. The reason for the use of 
the word in connection with the disease Horse- 
sickness is apparent, from its constant mention in 
association with the rainfall, dew, mist, damp grass 
and moisture generally. Low-lying mists and 
dews remarkable for their copiousness, bitterness, 
etc., are trequently mentioned in past dissertations 
on the aetiology of the disease, as well as the fact, 
ascertained early in the history of South Africa, 
that the keeping of horses on low-lying, marshy 
ground was attended with a much higher degree 


Urwhether the weather the wether would damn. 
The Globe. 


of fatality than where such animals were kept on 
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the higher ground and elevated pastures of the 
mountain ranges. Relative altitude, as distinct 
from elevation above sea level, was also recognised 
as a factor connected with incidence of disease. 
In fact, the theories existent up to date may be 
fairly summarised from the following extract from 
a paper recently furnished by Dr. Edington to The 
Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, in 
which he says :— 

‘** Horse-sickness occurs mostly in lowlying parts 
of the country, independent of the fact that the 
general locality may be considerably elevated above 


the sea level; thus Johannesburg, which is above | 
6,000 feet above the sea-level, is frequently subject | 


to its baneful influence. 

‘« Certain atmospheric conditions seem to favour 
the production of this disease, for it is commonly 
observed to occur during periods when the air has 
tecome humid, and has been associated with a 
high daily temperature. 

‘‘Deep kloofs or gullies, where vegetation is 
abundant, and the ground, below the undergrowth, 
moist, are especially dangerous to susceptible 
animals. During a season of sickness it has been 
commonly observed that animals which are not 
allowed to graze after sundown nor before the sun 
has dried up the dew from the herbage, do not so 
readily become affected, but that where this 
routine is not carried out mortality commonly 
occurs.” 

While such conditions have been so fully recog- 
nised in the past, it will seem strange in a high 
degree that the parallel of the malaria of human 
beings should not have received more serious 
notice at the hands of investigators. Since the 
aetiology of human malaria has been placed upon 
a firm footing by Manson’s epoch-making hypo- 
thesis, formulated first in 1894, and proved in so 
conclusive a manner by the experiments of Ross, 
Grassi, and others, it would seem a natural transi- 
tion of thought—to those interested in the question 
to apply such a parallel of disease conditions to 
the solution of the aetiology of South African 
Horse-sickness. 

In reviewing the literature of the disease (which 
of late years has become considerable), it is a 
matter for surprise that so salient a parallel should 
have been completely overlooked until the sugges- 
tion made by Prof. Nocard, at the Central Veteri- 
nary Medical Society, Paris, January, 1901. Prof. 
Nocard, in discussing the aetiology, says :— 

‘It appears possible that Horse-sickness may be 
caused, like malaria, by the bite of some nocturnal 
insect, but what insect is as unknown as what is 
the actual virulent agent of the disease.” 

This is the only suggestion as to the agency of 
insects in the transmission of the disease which I 
have been able to discover,. besides a_ theory 
brought forward by Theiler, of the Transvaal, to 
which I shall refer later. At the time this theory was 
formulated in Paris we had, in Natal, already gone 
far towards securing the proot of the correctness of 
this theory, as you will see from an examination of 
the books of the investigation for the years 1898 
and 1899 and rgot. 


__M’Fadyean, of the Royal Veterinary College, 

_ whose acumen is equal to his care and scrupulous. 

ness in scientific work, in summing up the evidence 
available, says :— 

“If the eating of dew laden grass is a factor of 
any importance in the causation of the disease, jt 
is one that would be very difficult to explain. In 
spite, however, of the fact that such an opinion 

_appears to be very generally held in South Africa, 
it is permissible to entertain some doubt with re- 
gard to its accuracy,” and he expresses his belief 

as to the nature of the infective agent as follows: 
It appears to be almost certain that iufection by 
ingestion must be the method by which the disease is 
usually contracted in South Africa. Infection by in- 
halation may apparently be excluded, for there is 
abundant evidence to show that the disease is not 
communicated by simple cohabitation of healthy 
and diseased horses, and that even in districts in 
which the disease is very prevalent, horses may be 
preserved from infection by stabling them and 
withholding green food grown in the locality. In 
some of my ow: experiments a healthy pony was 
kept in the same loose-box with an infected subject 
from the time of the latter’s infection until its 
death, but in no case did the healthy pony thereby 
become affected. The possibility of infection by 
the bites of insects is perhaps not absolutely out of 
the question, but in view of the escape of stabled horses 
that cannot be a common method of infection.— Journal of 
Comparative Anatomy and Therapeutics, Match, 1900. 
It will be remembered, however, that Professor 

M’Fadyean has not enjoyed the advantages of an 

investigation of the disease amid its natural South 

African surroundings, otherwise it is possible that 

he might not have expressed his opinion on the 

aetiology of the disease with so much emphasis. 
Edington, who has made extended observations 

upon Horse sickness, inclines to the belief that in 

Cape Colony the disease is contracted by feeding 

‘* before the sun has dried the dew from the herb- 

age.” also that ‘‘ certain atmospheric conditions” 
favour its production, and that the disease may be 
avoided by horses travelling through the night if 
nose-bags are worn, and, in summing up the 
question, he says, ‘‘ These statements, which, by 
tradition and after careful observation, have been 
unquestionably accepted as facts in South Africa, 
serve to eliminate the bites of ticks ov blood-sucking jes 
as the usual or common agent of infection.” 
Theiler, of the Transvaal, to whom I made refer- 
ence before, wrote to me in 1g01, and made pass- 
ing reference to his opinion as to the origin of the 
disease which led to the publication of a paper 10 
the Natal Agricultural Journal (September, 1901), ™ 
which he stated as his opinion that the disease was 
produced “ very possibly through the bite or pune 
ture of some blood-sucking insect.” This hypo 
thesis had long seemed to me a tenable one, since 

following the brilliant working out by Ross ° 
Manson’s theory of the mosquito transmission © 

| malaria. 

Acting upon the inference 

_attending a close observation of all the 

| disease, 1 made definite arrangements 
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commencement of the late campaign to test the 
validity of what 1 may call the theory of insect. 
conveyed Horse-sickness, in which I| sought to 
prove the agency of some winged insect in the 
production of the disease. The possibility of the 
disease being conveyed by winged insects had long 
seemed possible, for often on previous occasions of 
camp life I had observed mosquitoes, replete with 
blood, alighting on the inner wall of the open tent, 
apparently attracted from the horses in the vicinity 
tothe lamplight. It was not until January, 1go1, 
after my return from the front, that I was able to 
put the theory to a practical test, by placing horses 
in protected stables, so preventing the ingress of 
all forms of insect life. Such stables with walls of 
gauze, or fine netting, were constructed in a manner 
that conditions as nearly approaching the normal 
were secured, while horses controlling the experi- 
ment were tied outside the box, but under the 
same roof. I will not enter fully into the details of 
this experiment, or describe its many repeti- 
tions and the delays attending a positive result 
through the entire absence of the disease from the 
district in which the experimental camp was 
situated. It was not until steps were taken to 
collect specimens of the mosquitoes of the district 
and feed them on the blood of a horse suffering 
from artificia'ly produced Horse-sickness that posi- 
tive results were forthcoming. With these results 
you are already familiar, as they were laid before 
youin May of last year (1902: in the form of an 
Interim Report. In that report, I may remind 
you, I said, in referring to antecedent experi- 
ments :-— 

“ The above strange disturbance of the system 
of the horse after the bite of a mosquito which has 
been previously fed upon an infected animal, has 
occurred on every occasion (six times) upon which 
the experiment has been repeated, as the accom- 
panying charts will show.” 

I have again brought some of these charts under 
your notice, and submit them for the purpose of 
comparison with other charts, which illustrate the 
Converse conditions of infection, viz.: Cases in 
which, while the animal confined in the protected box 
remains free trom the suspicion of disease, the control 
horses Standing close at hand outside the box have in 
succession fallen victims to this fatal equine malady. 

This observation has been possible only after | 
the expenditure of considerable time and trouble, 
for it has been necessary, in order to ensure reli- 
able natural disease-condition, to carry out the work 
in the north of Zululand in a district, kindly sug- 
gested by Mr. Saunders, C.M. and C.C., notorious 
for the sickness. In this way the long delay and 

‘sappointment attendant upon the efforts of pre- 


aah we to ensure disease conditions have been 
voided. 


of the stable restrains in some manner not only the 

infectious insect, but may prevent the entrance of 

the materies morbi which, in the form of a floating 
spore, bacterium, or drifting exhalation, might 
otherwise gain access to its ultimate equine host. 

This objection to the theory, though not a valid 
one, I think, has been met by stabling horses 
throughout the night in buildings or rough shelters 
in which fires of horse dung have been kept 
smouldering throughout the hours of darkness. In 
no case has a fatal result followed. although stab- 
ling without smoke has not afforded protection. 

To remove a further objection that the infection 
might have been conveyed by the drinking water, 
the animal within the box has been watered 
directly from the spruit closely contiguous, while 
the controls have had only water which has been 
boiled shortly beforehand and covered while cool- 
ing. The same treatment has been observed in 
the case of the animals in the wattle-and-daub 
stables, in which a small fire has been kept 
smouldering, being set going as scon as the sun 
began to get low. In thiscase, however, the horses 
in these stables have been brought out after sun- 
rise, and have enjoyed liberty throughout the day 
under normal conditions of environment and natural 
feeding, etc., while during the evening dew-laden 
grass has been fed tothem. The result is shown 
in the accompanying charts, which need no ex- 
planation. The animals which have been protected 
even by a light haze of smoke are still in vigorous 
health, while their controls have contracted typical 
Horse-sickness, and in every case except No. 53 
have died from the disease. You will observe that 
the experiment has been repeated, and that up to 
the present time the dead control horses have been 
replaced by other normal animals, which have in 
their turn succumbed. In this way the objections 
of insufficiency of data, possibility of coincidence, 
etc., have been practically eliminated, and I now 
feel free to look upon the foregoing observations, 
as establishing in a scientific manner the fact 
that :— 

Horses protected from the attacks of winged 
insects, either by efficient stabling, a smoky 
atmosphere, or other means, enjoy immunity 
from Horse-sickness. 

I am not yet in a position to state that a single 

species of winged insect is responsible for the 

transmission of the disease, or, indeed, that this is 
the only manner in which the horse may become 
infected. Circumstantial evidence, however, apart 
from other disease parallels, strongly points to the 
agency of one or more species of mosquito of the genus 

Anopheles as alone concerned, and | believe this 

observation will be capable of being established 

with more extended observation. | have been 
unable to classify the insect with which my results 


The result seems to me capable of no misinter- | 
Aeation, but in order to strengthen and confirm) 
finding, which must necessarily become of 


ttle importance to the horseowner and breeder of 


have been secured, they bear a close resemblance 
to the A. funestis, but differ in some particulars. 
If this insect is responsible solely or chiefly for the 
spread of the disease. I. shall ask the assistance of 


South Africa, further observations have been made the Government Entomologist in the elucidation of 
° prove the possibility of ensuring protection, | the life history, habits, etc., of the fly. 


‘part from that mechanically afforded by an insect- 
Proof stable. 


In quoting last year from some records of obser- 


It may be objected that the gauze ' vations which I had previously made, I said :— 
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‘The fact that a fatal issue does not certainly | I believe, rapidly become dissipated with the re- 
‘ attend the infection of a horse by means of mos- | cognition of the certain risk of transmission by 

quitoes, presents to my mind no great objection | means of flying insects, while his faith in the nose. 
in{considering the possible agency of mosquitoes in | bag, applications of Stockholm tar applied to the 
| the production of the disease, for I have recently | nostrils, etc., and other more fantastic precautions 


been able to prove to my satisfaction the possibility | must slowly become abandoned. Wire gauze 
of inducing in the horse by other means a non-fatal | frames to fit stable windows and doorways, closed 


but undoubtedly specific form of horse-sickness.” 
These means referred to consisted in the produc- 


| 


at or before sundown, or the more simple method 
of generating smoke in stables throughout the night 


tion of a manageable form of the disease by the | has been proved to keep the disease at bay even 
administration of a minute quantity of the virus of | amid the most deadly surroundings, and the estab- 
the disease. For years past—my earliest recorded | lishment of these main points will suggest to the 
observations and post-mortem notes on this subject ; intelligent horseowner means to guard against the 


date from 1897—I have noted the specific incidence 
of the disease, even when produced by the hypo- 
dermic syringe, upon the gastro-intestinal tract, 
particularly upon the right half of the stomach of 
the horse. The morbid process, hitherto described 
as an inflammation by McFadyean and others who 
have subsequently described this lesion, is often so 
intense as to remind one of the appearance of a 
stomach after arsenical poisoning or some violent 
irritant. This curious lesion can, I consider, be 
considered pathogonomic of the disease, as seen in 
Natal, although I am aware that Edington holds 
other views as to its constancy and significance in 


other parts of South Africa. The fact of this re- 


peatedly recurring post-mortem appearance, the 
complex pathology and histology of which | must 
leave to some other occasion, led me to consider 
the possibility of inducing an immunity, or toler- 
ance, by means of the gastro-intestinal tract, rather 
than by that of the vascular system, and it was in 
attempting to establish the minimal lethal digestive 
dose that I was struck both by the very varying 
susceptibility in the horse and also by the degrees 
of virulence in the infective matter. I am hopeful 
that some practical method of inducing a tolerance 
which will exceed the natural infection will be 
possible on these lines, and it isin this direction 
that 1 am now working, not altogether without 
promise of a practical issue. 

I have long been of opinion that the production 
of a permanent and harmless form of immunity in 
horse-sickness is obtainable only with considerable 
difficulty and risk, and J am _ not satisfied that I 
have met cases of permanent immunity which have 
been established without physical disability to a 
greater or less degree. ; 

The principle upon which I ani endeavouring, 
therefore, to establish a protection is by constant 
habituation of the system of the horse to a fre- 
quently administered non-lethal dose of virus. This 
habituation, or tolerance, may without any great 
nicety of graduation be established in the horse to 
an extent which I have reason to believe will 
enable the animal to resist natural infection. The 
difficulties are both in the gauging of individual 
susceptibilities and in standardising the actual 
virulence of the infective agent, points in which 
Edington also, working on different lines and with 
a different principle, has found so serious a draw- 


back to the progress of his system of producing a 


serviceable immunity. 
The horseowner’s time-honoured apprehensions 
as to dew, mist, cobwebs, and wet grass, etc., will, 


chief, if not the sole, agent by which the disease is 
transmitted in our Colony. 

Results of recent Natal work establish the-con- 
clusions :— 

_ 1. That the carrier of the infection is a flying 
insect. 

(That this insect is a mosquito is strongly indi- 
cated by the fact proved by experimental observa- 
tion, that a disease indistinguishable from _horse- 
sickness can be transmitted experimentally through 
its agency when the insect has previously been in- 
fected). 

2. That, though carefully sought for, no evidence 
is forthcoming to support the theory that dew, 
damp grass, water, earth, or other such agency is 
concerned in the production of the disease. 

A large number of problems still remain for elu- 
cidation, even on this question of the ztiology of 
the disease, although our views as to the manner in 
which it is transmitted are thus broadened. The 
natural habitat of the organism, the variety and 
species of flying insect able to transmit it, and 
several other points in connection with this matter 
are still unknown to us, which, together with the 
devising of immunising measures against the 
disease, its pathology and therapeutics, as well as 
practical details in connection with protection from 
insect attack, will furnish ample ground for close 
enquiry for some time to come. 

The experimental work is still in active progress 
in Zululand under the able supervision of Mr. 
Henry Power, and I shall hope before the winter 
commences to be in a position to furnish you 
with another report’ on the progress of the investl- 
gation. 


NOTES ON CANINE DISTEMPER VACCINE. 
By W. A. Butt, M.R.C.V.S., Banbury. 


I am tempted by the report on preventative 1p0cu- 
lation against distemper in last week’s Record to 
relate my experience, which although on 4 sma 
scale has been most successful. 

A client of mine has tried to rear one or two 
litters of greyhounds each year for the last four 

ears, but without success, for sooner OF later they 
all died of distemper or diseases following it. 

We decided to try the vaccine. A litter of pups 
(seven) whelped on August 19th, 1902, were !nocl) 
lated on October 7th with 2 .c. of 1st vaccine. 
saw them in a week and found small yng : 
seat of injection, the owner informed me that y 
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had not failed their food or appeared dull, in fact 
they seemed brighter than before the injection. 
On October 17th one showed symptoms of rickets 
and was destroyed. 
October 21st the swellings had disappeared from 
1st vaccine. I now injected (in opposite groin) the 
2nd vaccine ; this caused a slight swelling but no 
other discomfort. 
They were given the same liberty and danger of 
infection as previous pups. Up to date they have 
all remained well (with one exception) and have 
grown into a fine lot. About a month since the 
exception showed a slight discharge from the eyes 
which lasted for a week, but passed off without any 
treatment more than sponging the eyelids. 
Dietary was as near directions as possible. 


MILK FEVER. 


The heading is bold but comprehensive, hence it’s 
use. 

Being engaged in city practice I have not the 
opportunities that some had in the West of England 
of driving furiously at a Jehu before the days of 
Schmidt and Ebrling to treat the “ drop ” in various 
directions, but somewhat to my astonishment lately 
I have been called to two cases. The first I had 
seen before calving for indigestion with slight con- 
stipation, and at the time made the remark that if 
cowsin India had milk fever she was a likely subject, 
4 prognosis which two days after calving resulted in 
the owner arousing me at midnight to say that the 
cow was staggering about and throwing her head 
from side to side, and upon arrival I saw at once 
that the disease did exist in the Surat breed at least, 
but for the reason above stated | was not fitted out 
with the latest and best anparatus made in England 
orGermany, so instead of taking the bull by the 
horns I took the cow by the tail—and the Indian 
cow never appreciates a ‘‘ Sahib’s” attention as she 
should do, possibly owing to the purdah ideas preva- 
lent in the country—and syringed out the uterus 
with a solution of kinnosol—to be phonetic—and 
whatever the pathology of the disease I was pleased 
to find five hours later that the treatment was suc- 
cessful, and that two or three days subsequent atten- 
tion put the beast all right. 

Case 1/.—I was called at 1la.m to a dairy by 
recelving a message that a cow was dying. She had 
turned inside out and was not inclined to stand or 
walk about, the latter not being remarkable if the 
two former conditions were true. On arrival at noon 
I found the beast lying in the full glare of an Indian 
April sun, with the uterus everted, and a general 
state of collapse from milk fever. She was a fat 

€ccain cow and had calved the previous day when, 
as she did not seem quite well, the Gowli cowman and 
his friends had fired her with much zeal over the 
nose, brain pan, loins and tail, but by such 
gentle and half-hearted methods had not succeeded 
'0 averting the catastrophe they anticipated, which 
Confirmed my idea that the disease milk fever was 
known to them, though beyond getting the expres- 
Sion “fever” and a faint connection with milk I could 


With the aid of a perchloride of mercury solution 
I dispersed the durbar of flies upon the uterus, re- 
turned it, and kept it in place by means of three 
darning needles, and found at 3 p.m. that the sun 
had skinned my back and arms. Then I sent for an 
enema syringe and human catheter and Pot. iodide 
solution, and with this patent apparatus pumped 
into the udder wind and water. When I| returned 
at 8 p.m. I was astonished to find the cow up and 
was told she had got up at six. 

She continued to do well for three days, when the 
Gowli, feeling that the Sahib’s magic was a thing not 
to be tolerated, poured half a bucket of boiling gruel 
into her mouth, trusting to luck as to where it went, 
and as a large proportion went down the trachea 
my case became a feast for the crows who, thovgh 
Indian, have no scruples about eating beef. 

Tue Docror Sant. 


“A URETHRAL CALCULUS.” 


Subject.—A two-year-old steer in good condition. 

History —Four days previous to my visit the owner 
purchased this animal together with a number of 
others, walking them home a distance of eight 
miles. The following morning the animal seemed 
in great pain, and appetite ir abeyance, the owner, 
presuming it was a case of stoppage gave a dose of 
linseed oil, followed by flax gruel. The bowels acted 
in due course. but the animal making little progress 
the owner sought advice. 

Symptoms—On the evening of the third day we 
saw the case. The owner informed us the steer had 
had a fit in the morning, and that he had seen the 
urine only dropping away from the prepuce. 

The patient was lying in a roomy loose box in 
considerable pain, groaning and grunting, profuse 
salivation, tongue protruding and at times oral res- 
piration. After considerable difficulty he was made 
to get up, when on rectal examination we detected 
a nearly empty rectum, but a distended bladder, 
which when pressed upon exaggerated the symptom 
of pain. Previous to our seeing him he would get 
up and walk backwards as in cases of “ gut tie.”’ 

Diagnosis.—The most prominent symptom was 
the grunt indications of pain. The question seems 
‘¢ What was the cause of the grunt?’’ The bowels 
responding freely to the laxative, and the faeces being 
normal cancelled all thought of gastro-intestinal 
irritation. An examination of the thoracic organs 
revealed a normal condition, the bladder, however, 


‘was much distended, and the animal grunted more 


when it was pressed upon. On manipulating the 
whole length of the urethra we fancied the animal 
flinched in the region of the sygmoid flexure. On 
inhaling the odours of the skin we detected faint 
traces of a uriniferous character; this odour was 
largely counteracted by the fact that the owner had 
just sprinkled some Jeye’s fluid in the box. 

A calculus being suspected we suggested an opera- 
tion, but being unprepared and the hour late deferred 
operating until the morning. 

On arrival we found the patient much worse, and 
while attempting to raise him he had a convulsive 


hot get its vernacular name. 


fit, became delirious and died some minutes after. 
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Autopsy.—Cutting down upon the urethra where 
we had previously intended performing urethotomy, 
a small clot of blood escaped followed by a sudden 
rush of very strong smelling urine. ‘The urethral 
mucose at this part were perfectly black, and 
extended some three or four inches down the canal, 
shading gradually off to a deep red studded with 
ecchymosed patches to the sygmoid flexure. At 
the bend nearest the bladder a slight extrava- 
sation had taken place into the surrounding tissue. 
In the lumen at this point we found a small mul- 
berry calculus about the size of a pea embedded in a 
clot of blood. In some places the mucous membrane 
was completely torn, evidently due to the spicule of 
the calculus, while the membrane beyond the loca- 
tion of the stone was quite normal. Pressure of 
time and other circumstances prevented our making 
an examination of the bladder, ureters, and kidneys. 
The stone itself was about the size of a small pea 
with a glistening surface from which was projecting 
small spikes, giving it a mulberry appearance, On 
section it w>s composed of concentric layers, lamina- 
ted in appearance, and containing in the centre a 
small nucleus of calcium. 

Remarks.—In text books one will find it given that 
urethral distension isa symptom diagnostic of urethral 
calculus, and at first sight one would conclude this 
to be so. 

I consider this quite an erroneous statement  [t 
is impossible to get a visible distension of the extra- 
pelvic portion of the urethra in cattle in situ. The 
anatomical arrangement of the fibres of the urethra 
prevent any appreciable relaxation from the normal. 
My experience of urethral calculus is limited to four 
or five cases in cattle, and I have never seen or felt 
in any of them a distension of the urethra outside the 
pelvis. 

One has only to get the bladder and urethra intact 
from a butcher, fix the nozzle of the syringe (Sumner 
or ordinary enema) into the bladder, tying the urethra 
at its point of outlet, and pump water into the blad- 
der. I venture to say that in this manner one can 
inflate the bladder to bursting point and yet the 
urethra will only be slightly distended, and so slightly 
indeed that if it were in the living animal one could 
not detect any ultra distension. 

W. M. Scort, F.R.C.V.S. 

Bridgwater. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


TRANSMISSION OF INFLUENZA BY THE StaLLion.—By 
Herr Grime. 


The propagation of influenza by the stallion dur- 
ing the act of copulation was first pointed out in 
England by Clark and in Denmark by Jensen. 

Friedberger and Froehner, in the fifth edition of 
their Treatise on the Pathology and Therapeutics of the 
Domesticated Animals, state: ‘‘On the other hand 
the virus may remain active for a very considerable 


period in the system of recovered animals. Accord- 


ing to the observations of Clark and Jensen this 
period may extend to several months and even one or 
two years.” 


this month the first cases of influenza declared them- 


after being covered by Boxbart. 


in which they were kept, and thus formed an epi- 
zootic of influenza. 


Dillenburg or Milsungen. He was to have covered 


and March 27th. This disease had not been preva- 
lent in this district since 1895. There is no doubt, 
however, that Boxbart, without himself exhibiting 
any symptoms characteristic of the affection, was the 
propagating agent. 

On April 21st the incriminated stallion was with- 
drawn from stud, and this was sufficient to arrest 
the propagation of the complaint. For five weeks 
the penis, sheath and scrotum were washed daily 
with a solution of lysol, and on the 10th of May the 
animal was again used for covering. Between this 
latter date and the 20th he covered seven mares, and 
the disease afterwards manifested itself in five of 
them. The period of incubation of this second out- 
break was again from 6 to 8 days. 

A mare that was covered on two separate occasions 
by this horse, the first time between March 3rd and 
April 4th, and the second between the 10th and 22nd 
of May, resisted contamination the first time but 
contracted the disease on the second copulation. 

On one farm, where towards the 30th of March 
all the animals became infected on the return of a 
mare that had been covered by this stallion, the 
disease reappeared in a mare that had been put to 
him during the second period of his covering. 

Without asserting that the stallion could transmit 
the contagion for years, the author concludes his 
remarks by stating that the virus was maintained in 
this stallion at least three months, that it infected 
nearly all the mares which it covered. 

Out of 28 mares put to Boxbart, 19 contracted the 
disease and only 9 resisted the infection. Of the 
19 affected, 7 mares produced a foal, 12 remained 
sterile ; of the 9 non-affected, three gave birth to foals 
and 6 remained barren. ; 

Observations of this kind are neither too plentl- 
ful nor too lucid. The loss tu breeders caused by 8 
travelling stallion disseminating the germ of influ- 
enza is incalculable. It is desirable that observa 
tions and experiments should be carried out to deter- 
mine how long a stallion can have the virus 1D his 
system and the manner in which he contaminates 
the mare.—(Deutsche Thier. Wochenscrift, P- 102, 
No. xii, 1908, and Annales de Médecine Véterimavrts 
‘ May, 1903). 


The history of Grimme’s case is summarised as 
follows: A Belgian horse, named Boxbart, aged 
five years, belonging to the Dillenburg Stallion 
depot, was sent with two other stallions into the 
canton of Melsungen. From March 3rd mares were 
brought in contact with him, and about the 20th of 


selves ; the symptoms appeared within 8 to 10 days 


Those mares which had only been tried but not 
covered by this stallion, or where covered by either 
of the other two stallions did not contract the disease. 
The affected mares in their turn infected the stable 


The result of the investigation of the author 
showed that Boxbart had never been ill either in 


a@mare on March 3rd that had, according to the 
testimony of the veterinary surgeon, symptoms 
simulating those of influenza between February 7th 
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(Is this disease influenza? or Is it one simula- 
ting it in symptoms, etc., etc.? Bacteriological 
examination of the blood and cultures ought to be 
carried out to settle the identity of it.—H. G.— 


Trans. | 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
IRELAND. 
Dear Sir, 


I have been instructed to send you for publication the 
following resolution of the above Association : 

“The election for members of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons is at hand, and the 
Council of this Association ask you to support the can- 
didature of Mr. Charles Allen and Professor Mettam. 
At the present time Mr. Byrne is the only representa- 
tive trom Ireland, and it is felt that, ina Council of 
thirty-two, Ireland should have at least three represen- 
tatives. The Council hope you will vote for Messrs. 
Allen and Mettam.”—Yours very truly, 

Jas. McKenny, Hon. See. 

116 Stephens Green, Dublin, 

May 19th, 1903. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds, on Friday, April 24th. The President (Mr. 
Kk. C. Thomson) occupied the chair, and the members 

resent were: Messrs. G. Barber, Frank Somers, G. E. 

wman, A. W. Mason, W. F. Greenhalgh, and H. G. 
Bowes, hon. sec., Leeds ; J. E. Scriven, hon. treas., Tad 
caster ; A. Ellison, Harrogate; A. J. Waller, Skipton ; 
P. Deighton, Selby ; G. Whitehead, Batley ; J.S. Car- 
ter, Bradford ; J. Abson, Sheftield ; J. McKinna, Hud- 
derstield ; H. Snarry, York ; J. Clarkson, Garforth ; and 
F. Hallilay, Dewsbury. Visitors: Messrs. V. E. Morti- 
mer, A. T. Thompson, B. A. McGuire, E. Child, Joshua 
A. Nunn, and $8. E. Hamilton. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Wharam, J. Cuoke, and A. McCarmick. 

Mr. ABson proposed, and Mr. Mason seconded, that 
the minutes of the Jast meeting should be taken as read. 

Letters were read from the Lancashire and the Eastern 
Counties Vet. Med. Asssociations intimating that they 
had both decided to amalgamate with the Yorkshire 
Society for the Council election, and from the Midland 

ounties announcing that their meeting would be held 
early in May at which the question would be brought 
forward. 

Mr. Liddle, M.R.C.V.S., Hull, was elected a member 
of the Society, on the motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded 
by Mr. Bowman. 

Mr. Weston, F.RC.V.S., York, was nominated for 
membership by Mr. Bowman. 


Sanitary Institute INstIrUTE OF 
Pusiic HEALTH. 


_ The Secrerary read a communication from the 
Sanitary Institute requesting that delegates should be 
sent to the Bradford Congress. 
On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
inha, it was decided that delegates should be sent. 
ir. ABson then proposed, and Mr. Bowman seconded, 
that the President and Secretary should be the delegates. 
[r. Mason proposed an amendment that the Presi- 
dent only should be sent, pointing out that his object 
Was to economise, the funds of the Society not being in 
4 very plethoric state. 


The amendment was not seconded, and after some 
further discussion the resolution that the President and 
Secretary should be the delegates and that out-of pocket 
expenses should be paid out the funds of the Society, 
was carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kinna, the President and Secretary were again elected 
the delegates tu attend the Liverpool Congress of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health. 

During the discussion some reference was made to 
complaints from delegates on former occasions as to the 
irregular arrangements at this Congress for the Veteri- 
nary Section. 

Mr. McKinna said he believed this was mainly due 
to the Section meeting on the last day of the Congress 
and its work being very much hurried and neglected in 
consequence, and he suggested that the Secretary should 
write to the Secretary of the Veterinary Section and 
strongly urge that the Veterinary Section should meet a 
day earlier and not on the last day. 


THORNS AND STUBS IN THE LEGS OF 
HUNTERS. 
By Col. Nunn, F.R.C.V.S., A.V.D. 


Gentlemen,—I must apologise for bringing such a 
commonplace, if not trivial, matter before your notice, 
but the reason I do so is that in my opinion the object 
of meetings like this is to atfurd a free exchange and 
ventilation of opinions that might otherwise remain un- 
discussed, either because they had slipped one’s memory 
or because they were considered tov trifling to be 
worthy of bringing to notice in any of the professional 
publication:. In my experience it is the every-day 
cases that are the most troublesome in practice, and 
about which we are most anxious to obtain iaforma- 
tion, either as to cause, results, or treatment, and not the 
more complicated, rare and obscure ones. I am also of 
opinion that the most important object of a meeting 
like this is to obtain a good discussion in which every 
member can take part, and that the paper should be 
looked upon merely as the lever to set the ball rolling, 
and therefore seme common matter should be chosen, 
not some rare or obscure one, about which no one but 
the essayist knows anything, and which precludes any 
criticism. Again, Gentlemen, I have a selfish object in 
view. I do not pose asan instructor, but hope to be able 
to tap the brains of some present and to be able to pick up 
a few wrinkles from their experience and to leave this 
meeting a wiserman than I came. I don’t think I can 
teach you anything new, but I hope you will see or at all 
events correct me where wrong. 

The reason I have chosen this particular subject is be- 
cause | had three very troublesome cases under my 
observation during this past ‘bunting season, one in a 
horse of my own and two others in animals belonging to 
friends. It seems perhaps pedantic to say that there 
are different sorts of thorns, but, nevertheless, rightly 
or wrongly it appears to me that this should be con- 
sidered, and I think it will on reflection be allowed that 
the small curved thorn of the bramble, or gorse as met 
with in Ireland cannot be as dangerous as the strong, 
sharp one of the black thorn out of which most of the 
fences in the midlands are made. If we look abroad for 
an example of dangerous thorns they are to be found in 
the acacia or “ waita bit” thorn of South Africa, a fer- 
midable spike several inches long and sharp and hard as 
a steel needle, and the prickly pear. Tu my dying day I 
will never forget getting a fall into a bush of the latter in 
India out pig-sticking. I was literally like a pin cushion, 
and it was a matter of days before I got rid of the 
last out of myself. Any of you who have been in South 
Africa will have seen both these species of thorns. The 
various species of acacia grow over most parts of the 
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East and Northern India, and at the stud farm of one of 
the native cavalry regiments that I used to have to visit 
there were a considerable number of accidents to the 
eyes of mares and foals from this cause, extending from 
cicatrices of the cornea to complete laceration and des- 
truction of the eye. The acacia thorn is very sharp, 
hard, and as smooth as glass on its surface, which 
peculiarity has been accounted for by Stewart in his 
work “ Punjab Plants” by the large quantity of silica it 
contains. So hard and sharp are they that they are used 
by the native physicians as instruments in the operation 
of couching or depression of the lens for cataract 
in the human eye, a common ailment in Northern 
India and an operation which some of these men are 
wonderfully skilful at. 

I also think that the season of the year has much to 
do with the injury a thorn will cause, as my experience 
has been that the resulting inflammation is greater in 
the spring when the sap is rising in the plant than in the 
winter when it is dead and dry, and this [ am inclined 
to think is particularly the case with the black thorn. 
That this is so with some plants I am certain, especi- 
ally the bamboo, strips of which will cut like a knife, 
and when green will inflict a wound that almost invari- 
ably suppurates, and of which I carry the marks on my 
hands to the present day. This poisonous property of 
the green bamboo is well known to the wild tribes in the 
Chin and Lushai hills bordering on Burma, who defend 
their villages by planting long needle-shaped splinters 
of bamboo called panjis round them for their enemies 
to tread upon, and which caused bad injuries to the 
naked feet of the native soldiers in an expedition in 
this country in which I once tvok part some years ago. 

The injury caused by a thorn may be from a trifling 
scratch tu a severe tear, but the most serious is a punc- 
ture, the thorn breaking off short and remaining in the 
wound, Of course a thorn may stick in any part of the 
body, but my experience is that the most usual place to 
find them is in the front of the knee and in front of the 
bend of the hock, but I have also seen them on the shin 
bone and fetlock. I remember many years ago being 
called into a case in which an abscess of considerable 
size had formed in the sheath which had been treated 
by the owner. I opened it, giving exit toa considerable 
quantity of pus, and a thorn about an inch long which 
must have been imbedded several weeks. I also operated 
on a mare that had a tumour on her breast right between 
the two jugular veins. The tumour had been in exis- 
tence for some years, but as it had not interfered with 
her as a hunter had been left alone. The owner want- 
ing to use her in harness found that the collar inter- 
fered with it and had it removed. The operation was a 
simple one. I dissected out the growth, which was as 
large asa hen’s egg, and of a fibroid nature, in the centre 
of which a thora was found, doubtless the original excit- 
ing cause. 

think thorns are more often picked up in jumping a 
fence than riding through a cover, and more in going 
through a bullfinch than flying over a stake and bound, 
even if the horse makes a mistake and touches it, that 
at least is my experience as most of the cases | have 
seen have taken place in countries where the fences are 
ragged and uncared for, not in those that are well 
formed and the hedges carefully trimmed. 

I think that the reason the knees and hocks are 
the general seat of injury is that the horse tucks his 
legs under him (flexes the knees and hocks) in jumping. 
The knees come first in contact with the branch and the 
thorn penetrates the part. This, I think, can be proved 
by the fact that if a horse hits himself jampiug timber, 


in nine cases out of ten it is the knee that is injured not 


_ the limb below. With regard to the hock, the meta- 


tarsus being flexed the foot first touches the obstruction 
which glides up the front till arrested ty the angle 
formed by the hock joint, and that briars and brambles 


will slide up the leg can, I think, be inferred from the 
fact that with horses that are hunted in stone wall 
countries, such as parts of Ireland, and the Cotswold Hey- 
throp, most of the scars and injuries inflicted are between 
the hock and fetlock joint. 
In my experience graver injuries are inflicted on the 
knee than elsewhere, and the thorn appears to pene- 
trate deeper. The reason [ am inclined to think being 
that when the knee is bent in the act of jumping 
| the skin is tight in front and slack behind, whereas the 
reverse is the case with the hock. With regard to this 
I can, in my earlier days, remember two bad cases of 
|injury from thorns. In one the synevial membrane of 
the true joint was penetrated, and although the thorn 
_was successfully removed severe synovitis was set up; 
in the other the saphena vein was torn, profuse hemor- 
rhage took place, and [ had to improvise a tourniquet to 
| stop it. Both cases, however, did well, although in the 
i: former sume thickening remained, but the animal hunted 
‘for several seasons after. 
| With the knee joint the most troublesome case is 
where the thorn penetrates between two of the small 
bones and breaks off short. There is always great swel- 
ling and lameness, in some cases so acute that the animal 
cannot put his foot to the ground, and in such my ex- 
perience is that it is highly injudicions to attempt to 
et the horse home, even leading him at a foot a pace. 
in many cases matters are made worse from well inten- 
ded but injudicious attempts by the rider to remove the 
thorn, which often ends in breaking it off short, No 
doubt if it is sticking out far enough to afford a good 
grasp to the fingers it can be removed, but usually this 
is not the case, and if so it is better to leave it alone 
till a proper pair of forceps can be obtained. 

I have found that the best plan to remove the thorn 
is to grasp it in the jaws of the forceps, so that it is 
exactly in the long axis and slightly rotate it through a 
half circle right and left so as to loosen it and then with- 
draw it exactly in its long axis. I have found a pair 
of catch forceps, such as Spencer Wells’, better than the 
ordinary spring dressing ones, as the fingers are not re- 
quired tu keep them closed, and a straight traction on 
the long axis can be more easily applied. I consider 
that in every case the thorn should be carefully exam- 
ined to see if it is intact and that the point is not broken 
off and left behind. a 

Two other places that thorns will cause much injury 
is between the branch of the suspensory ligament an 
back tendons, abont an inch above the upper edge of the 
sessamoid bones, on either the inner or outer side of either 
the fore or hind limb ; and between the main trunk of 
the suspensory ligament and flexor tendons about two 
or three inches below the knee. With regard to the 
first I have noticed that the hind limb is most com- 
monly involved, and I think that the reason is because, 
as I have before mentioned, the knee and hocks are 
flexed in jumping, and that the hind foot is more likely 
to come in contact with a briar than the fore which 1s 
tucked up out of the way. 

Thorns in the front of the limb, either below the knee 
or hock, do not appear asa rule to do much harm, but 
this winter 1 had. one of my own horses laid up from & 
troublesome abscess close to the outside of the extensor 
tendon, about three inches below the left knee. The 
accident took place just before the frost, and there was 
no hunting for a week, so that it must have happened on 
this particular day. He did not go lame for four or “4 
‘days afterwards and although carefully searched, 

using a reading glass, I was unable to discover a mar 
A small abscess formed and a and when the pus 
was evacuated I removed a thorn about a quarter of an 
inch long that appeared to have penetrated to @ 
| wounded the periostium. 
Some years ago in South Africa a troublesome cas? 


‘came under my care in which a long acacia thorn 
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un into the stifle of a muleand broken off short. There composed of oak saplings, are cut for poles and mater- 


was great lameness and swelling but no suppuration. 
After some ten days or so a small sinus formed which 
gave exit to a minute quantity of pus. I cast the mule, 
opened the sinus, and removed a thorn at least an inch 
long. The case made an uninterrupted recovery. 

The most troublesome cases are those in which the 
thorn breaks off short, and I think you will agree with 
me that sometimes it is not only difficult but impossible 
todiscover. the seat of injury. A case of this sort in the 
knee came under my notice this season that I was asked 
by a professional confrére to give him an opinion on. 
Both 5 and the owner were positive that there was a 
thorn, as it was morally impossible that the injury could 
have been caused by anything else. There was great 


pain and stiffness in the joint which was swollen, very, 


tense and hard. The part had been carefully examined 
before and we did it again under a powerful light with 
a magnifying glass but utterly failed to detect anything 
except an old scar which had been inflicted the year be- 
fore. I have been informed that subsequently a small 
abscess formed and a thorn was extracted. 

Inow come to a point about which, gentlemen, [ am 


particularly anxious to obtain your opinion, and that is | 


whether the practice of leaving hunter’s legs unclipped 
is really a protection against thorns or not. Some time 
ago a discussion on this point was started at the Cen- 
tral Veterinary Medical Society, and there was a great 
diversity of opinion, and I venture to ask for your views 
which, as practitioners in a sporting country like York- 
shire, must be valuable. No doubt this practice is 
largely a matter of fashion and was originally adopted 
in Ireland. To my mind it appears that probably it 
may be some protection against the furze thorns on 
Irish banks, but I fail to see how it can be against the 
strong blackthorns of many parts of England, and I 
think there can be no doubt that thorns are more diffi- 
cultto find in unclipped than in clipped legs. Of course 
there are other reasons for not clipping, but they are 
foreign to the particular point at issue. 

As to the matter of treatment I have little to say, and 
having nothing new to offer to you it would be mere 
waste of time going over old ground. The only remarks 
I have to make are that where there is much pain, par- 
ticularly with the fore limb, I always when possible use 
slings. If I am certain that the thorn has all been ex- 
tracted in my experience continued cold water irriga- 
tion or, if it can be procured, ice is preferable to hot 
fomentations, this 1 am aware is not the opinion of 
many. I can give no reason for this beyond the results 
oftrying both. Ice is easily applied, crushed and mixed 
with salt in an indiarubber sponge bag, to the knee and 
kept in position by a bandage over which is drawn the 
&g of a long worsted stocking with the foot cut off, it 
wil stay up of itself without any strings or tapes, and 
the ice can be easily renewed when required. : 

[now deal with the second part of this paper, viz., 
tubs, and must point out that I purposely avoid men- 
toning injuries inflicted by long pieces of wood or what 
‘re commonly known as stakes. In the countries I 
tave hunted in by the word “stub” is meant the por- 
on of a young tree or stick that is left attached to the 
‘ot in the ground when fences are trimmed up, or 
poles or faggots cut out of a wood. A bill hook is used 
iad the pole cut ina diagonal direction across about four 

‘ix Inches above the ground, leaving the point of the 
‘timp quite sharp. 

;, Juries caused by stubs in my experience are in the 
the} particularly the frog, or at all events low down on 
my Imbs. They are caused by horses treading on them 

cover, or scrambling through places such as gaps in 

‘nees, not by jumping, and I have noticed that the 

tse ridden by hunt servants are more prone to them 

in those belonging to the field. This 1 think can be 
Y accounted for. Many covers, particularly when 


_ials to make hurdlesoutof. The new saplings grow up 
from the old root in what is known as pollards, four, five 
_and six and even more springing from each root, and in 


turn these are cut again. The old root is left with a 
number of spikes and if a horse puts his foot on it is 
admirably calculated to cause an injury like the iron 
crows feet that were placed in front of an army in line of 
battle to keep off the cavalry in the middle ages, such 
roots or spales are covered up with dead leavesand are 
difficult to see, and in many woods where it is the cus- 
tom only to thin out, are scattered about through the 
underbrush. The huntsmen and whips having to go 
into the cover to mark the hounds are liable to such 
injuries to their horses, as the field can keep to the 
sides if they do not remain outside, which they 
ought to. 

Asa rule stub injuries are to the frog, the horse tread- 
ing on the sharp projection, and partake of the nature of 
« lacerated wound or contusion, this latter when the 
injury isop thesole. In such cases there is a bad bruise 
of the horn that requires poulticing, and even paring 
out with the drawing knife if pus forms. 

Stubs will cause bad lacerated wounds, particularly 
round the coronet at the junction of hair and hoof, and 
such may be much aggravated if a piece of the stump is 
broken off in it. These cases heal but slowly, there is 
always a certain amount of sloughing and a cicatrix is 
left. In such cases I have found continuous irrigation 
with an antiseptic solution of great value when it can be 
applied. 

Gentlemen, I must thank you for the kind attention 
you have given to these somewhat disconnected remarks 
on a trivial subject. I have purposely avoided advoca- 
ting any particular treatment. 


An interesting discussion followed, amongst those 
taking part were the President, Messrs. Mason, Bow- 
man, Abson, and Ellison ; after which Colonel Nuan 
replied to the various points raised during the dis- 
cussion. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, Colonel Nunn was elected an Hon. Associate of 
the Society. 

Colonel Nunn, in thanking the members of the 
Society, said it was not only the first time he had had 
the pleasure of attending a meeting of the Society, but 
that it was also his first visit to Yorkshire and he 
greatly appreciated the cordial reception he had received 
and the Soeer they had conferred on him. 

After a vote of thanks to tne Chairman had been pro- 
posed by Mr. McKinna, and seconded by the Secretary, 
the meeting terminated. 


PRACTISING AS AN APOTHECARY. 
Toe APOTHECARIES CoMPANY v. PURDUE. 


In King’s Bench Division (before the Lord Chief 
Justice, Mr. Justice Wills, and Mr. Justice Channell), 
the defendant appealed from a decision of Judge Smyly, 
sitting at the Bow County Court, imposing upon him a 
penalty of £20 for practising as an apothecary without 
a certificate, in contravention of the ye Act, 
the 55th of George III., chap. 194. The case made 
against the defendant, Purdue, a herbalist, by the 
Apothecaries’ Company, was that in July, 1992, he saw 
at his shop and called upon a woman, named Sarah 
White, supplied her with medicine and pills, ordered 
the application of linseed poultices, took her tempera- 
ture, and charged her small fees of 6d. and 1s. It was 
stated, however, that the defendant, finding the woman 
was suffering from pneumonia, told the woman’s friends 
to send for a doctor, who, when called in, pronounced 
White to be suffering from a severe form of that disease. 


J 


= 


738 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 23, 1902 


Defendant, it was said, also wrote to the District Medi- 

cal Officer about the case, and it was further pointed out 

that he exhibited in his shop, where he had carried on 

business for eleven years, a placard stating that he was 

“ doctor, but only a herbalist. The woman ultimately 
ied. 

Mr. Schultess Young appeared for the Appellant, and 
Mr. Scrutton, K.C., and Mr, R. O. B. Lane, jun., were 
Council for the Apothecaries’ Society. 

Mr. Schultess Young argued that the defendant Pur- 
due had not contravened the Act, inasmuch as he did 
not make up a prescription. He was entitled under the 
Herbalists Act of Henry VIII. to carry on business as a 
herbalist, and had a notice up in his shop, stating that 
he was not a doctor but only a herbalist. 

Mr. Lane said that the placard was headed “No 
humbug,” which gave an idea of the kind of notice it was 
(laughter.) 

Mr. Schultess Young said the defendant at any rate 
gave notice that he was not a doctor. He had not, he 
contended, contravened the Act, as he had not made up 
a prescription. 

The Lord Chief Justice pointed out that the defendant 
advised people and sold medicines which he made up 
himself. Could it be said he did not prescribe ? 

Mr. Schultess Young said there was no statement that 
he made up the medicine. 

Mr. Justice Wills thonght there was. It was said he 
prescribed for her and gave her medicine. 

The Lord Chief Justice.—And his name was on the 
bottles. 

Without calling upon the other side, 

The Lord Chief Justice gave judgment dismissing the 
appeal. The defendant had called upon White, and 
treated her internally with medicines and externally 
with poultices, and this case was undistinguishable from 
a previous one, where a person who had done no more 
than the defendant was held to have acted as an apothe- 
cary. As a question of fact, there was abundant material 
upon which the County Court Judge could come to the 
conclusion that the defendant had acted as an apothe- 
cary, and, therefore, the appeal could not succeed. 

The other Judges concurred, and the appeal was dis- 
missed with costs, and leave tu appeal further was re- 
fused.— Standard. 


THE INDIAN ARMY REMOUNT 
DEPARTMENT. 


Tue Starr APPOINTMENTS. 


The staff of the new Army Remount Department, 
under Colonel Goad, is now complete and is as follows : 
—Ist, Superintendent Major Broome, Ahmednagar 
Depét ; 2nd, Major Birdwood, Hosur Depot ; 3rd, Cap- 
tain Brandreth, Saharanpur Depdt ; 4th, Major & 
Gough, Hapur Depot ; 5th, Captain C. Templer, Jhelum 
Canal Circle ; 6th, Major Patterson, Baluchistan Circle ; 
7th, Captain Humprey, Ist Hyderabad Lancers, United 
Provinces Circle ; 8th, Captain J. Hay, Monah Depot ; 
9th, vacant, will be filled up when the 2nd Jhelum 
Canal Colony run is ready; 10th, Captain Pritchard, 
2nd Bengal Lancers, Rawalpindi Circle ; 11th, Captain 
Orr, 2nd Hyderabad Lancers, Lahore Circle ; 1st Prcba- 
tioner, Captain Stewart, Corps of Guides, Hapur 
Depot ; 2nd Probationer, Captain Hewlett, 2nd C. I. 
Horse, Deccan Subsidiary Circle; 3rd Probationer 
— Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers, Jhelum Canal 

Yircle. 

The following Veterinary Officers are in the Depart- 
ment :—-Captain Peacocke, Personal Assistant tc direct 
Simla Staff Veterinary officer ; 1st, Veterinary Captain 
Hunt, Ahmednagar ; 2nd, Captain Clarke, Hosur ; 3rd, | 
Captain Crawford, Monah and Jhelum ; 4th, Captain | 


Shore, Saharanpur, Lahore, Ferozepore and Amritsar ; 
5th, Captain Rudd, Hapur and United Provinces ; ¢th, 
Lieut. Brown, Rawalpindi; 7th, Lieutenant Quinlan, 
Baluchistan.— The Times of India. 


InpIAN CAVALRY REMOUNTS, 


It will be imperative for Government before long to 


face seriously the problem of the purchase of remounts 
by the Indian aati At present, as is well known, 
each regiment has a Horse Fund, the income of which 
is made up by a monthly subscription of Rs. 2 from 
each sowar. FB on speaking, this represents about 
Rs. 1,200 a month, or Rs. 14,400a year. The average 


yearly requirements of a regiment are 60 remounts, 


which at an average of Rs. 350, the market value of 
suitable horses, amounts to Rs. 21,000. Or, allowing 
tor the sale of casters, a deficit of about Rs. 6,000 a year. 
No business concern can possibly run to anything but 
bankruptcy on these terms. The evil day is being 
staved off by the strenuous exertions of Commanding 
Officers, some going in for horse dealing on an extensive 
scale, and others buying young stock at prices they can 
afford instead of matured remounts at prices which they 
cannot afford. But both expedients are a source of 
weakness, In the former case all the best horses are 
sold at a profit to outsiders ; and in the latter case the 
fighting strength of a regiment is diminished by having 
a large percentage of the men nominally mounted on 
colts which could not go on a campaign. There are 
several remedies for this state of affairs, one or other of 
which will have to be taken before long, but possibly 
the cheapest method and the one which would not in- 
juriously affect the silladar system—perbaps the cheap 
est and most effective in the world—would be to raise 
the sowar’s pay by one rupee a month, with the proviso 
that that rupee should go as an increased subscription 
tothe Horse Fund. This would give an additional in- 
come of over Rs. 7,000 a year, and would be just enough 
to ensure that all regiments were properly mounted.— 
Pioneer. 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND SWINE 
FEVER. 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee _of the 
Local Authority of Haddingtonshire, held in Hadding- 
ton, a letter was submitted from the Board of Agricul: 
ture, pointing out that the attention of the Board had 
been drawn toa report of the proceedings of the Had- 
dingtonshire Executive Committee of the Local Authori- 
ty, in which the convener referred to the circumlocutory 
methods followed by the Board in connection with nott- 
fication and procedure regarding suspected swine fever 
cases. The letter proceeded to state that, “in . 
the misapprehension which apparently exists in the 
matter, the Board desire to observe that experience . 
conclusively shown that the diagnosis of the disease >Y 
the veterinary surgeon on the spot cannot be absolutely 
re'ied upon, and that it is necessary, in order to arrive 
at a satisfactory decision, that his opinion should be su 
mitted to the veterinary officer of the Buard yy 4 
firmation. The necessity for the transmission 0 : 
viscera of swine to the Board’s laboratory cannot ode 
garded as tending to the spread of the disease, — 
as it is the duty of the Inspector of the Local aut — 
on receiving information of the supposed existence ° the 
disease, to at once declare the premises on WAIC Pi 
swine may be a swine fever infected place. The ps a 
sions of Article 4 of the Swine Fever Order 0 of the 
forthwith come into operation, and it is the 
Local Authority to take steps to see that t rd ate 
properly enforced.” The letter further ore 
point out that the operations of the Board, * Pisease. 
since 1894, had aoa reduced outbreaks of the ais 
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A lively discussion followed the reading of the letter, 
the Chairman, Mr. T. Elder, Stevenson Mains, re-stating 
strongly his original position, and urging that notifica- 
tion procedure should be simplified so as to permit of 
farmers giving direct notification to local veterinary 
inspectors. Mr. Wyllie, Pathhead, suggested that regu- 
lations should permit of constables, when farmers notified 
suspected cases, as at present, being empowered to at 
once notify local inspectors, instead of first notifying the 
Board of Agriculture and leaving it to them to notify 


from London to the local inspectors. The meeting 
unanimously endorsed this view, and it was remitted to 
Mr. Elder and Mr. Wyllie to draw up a suitable repre- 
sentation on the subject. The Chairman expressed the 
view that it would be a very long time before swine fever 
was stamped out by the Board under the present system, 
and that local authorities for the past ten years had 
been practically only “ billposters.” He severely criti- 
cised the want of confidence expressed by the Board in 
local veterinary inspectors. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 
SUMMARY OF Returns, Week Enpinc May 16, 1903. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | (including Rabies Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
Period. | Cases . |B ses 
2 2 2 | 3482 
No. | No. | No. | No. [| No. | No. | No | No No. | No. 
Week ended May 16, 1903 - 19 | 34 35 47 50 | 226 
(1902 13 | | | 45 | 152 
Corresponding week in 1901 21. (21 22 43 109 | 534 
1900 es 16 16 | o § 16; 81 68 | 533 
Total for 20 weeks, 1903 330 = 504 | -» | 504 | 827 | ° 591 | 2,781 
‘ ’ | 1902 ee 298 | 493 1 | 120 | 435 820 11 627 2,060 
Corresponding period in eS oe 281 406 12 | 669 | 492 855 1 1 1,437 | 6,939 
1900 oe 236 367 | 123 5432 761 oe 794 8,676 


Norre.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, May 19th, 1903. 


SUBPGINAED. 


In the City of London Court an action was brought 
by Mr. James W. Browne, solicitor, King William Street, 
against Mr. C.S8. Magee, Registrar of the District Regis- 
tty of the High Court at Peterborough, to recover 
£12 1s, 6d., balance of 12 guineas, for attending as a 
witness in the Court of Appeal for four days on a sub- 
pena issued by him. The plaintiff was the solicitor for 
Plaintiff in a case in the Court cf Appeal in which the 
fendant subpcenaed Mr. Browne to attend for the pur- 
pose of giving evidence and producing documents. He 
attended for four days, and now claimed 3gs. a day. 

¢ Hon. M. Macnaghten, defendant’s counsel, said that 
we action could be maintained for remuneration as a 

Itness in attending court on a subpcena. When a wit- 
tess was not paid sufficiently with his subpcna his 
proper course was not to attend the court. Mr. Abinger, 
counsel, said that the King’s subpoena could 
. be so lightly treated as that. If it were so an enor- 

number of improper subpoenas would be issued. 
= Hon, M. Macnaghten added that just as a witness 

hever compelled to give evidence unless he was | 
ae paid, so he could refuse to come to court with- 
usual prepayment. Judge Rentoul, K.C., after 

€wing decisions on the subject for the past hundred 
ws Said he felt there might be some doubt as to the 
bim oF subpoenas, but common sense required 
vida nd for the plaintiff for 8gs., allowing him 2 gs. 
the E He allowed costs on the higher scale because of 
of the matter to all people who were 

with subpeenas. 


_dishorning of cattle. 


ILL-TREATING A DOG. 


At Lambeth, Richard Wood, a veterinary surgeon, ot 
Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, was summoned, before 
Mr. Denman, by the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, for ill-treating a dog ; and Walter 
Sansum, a licensed victualler, of the Victoria Tavern, 
Choumert Road, Peckham, was summoned by the Society 
for causing the dog to be so ill-treated. Wood answered 
the summons in person, and Sansum was represented by 
his manager. Mr. Colam, in stating the case for the 
Society, said the defendants were summoned for cruelty 
to a dog by cutting off its tail. It was not suggested 
that there was any surgical necessity for the operation, 
Sansum saying he had a fancy for having the tail re- 
moved, and Wood admitting that the dog was too old 
for the operation to be performed, and that he carried 
it out to oblige an old customer. The case was clearly 
within the decision in a decided case with regard to the 
In that case there were several 
justifications set up for the practice, but the Divisional 
Court decided that the justices should have convicted. 
Mr. Denman.—If I remember rightly, they put it some- 
what in this way—an intentional act which must of it- 
self cause suffering is within the Act. Mr. Colam.— 
They followed the case of “Murphy and Manning,” 
which was a case relating to the cutting of the combs 
of cocks.—Mr. Richard Warr, a chief inspector in the 
service of the Society, stated that on the Ist inst. he 
went to the back yard of the Victoria Tavern, Chou- 
mert Road, and there saw a white broken-haired terrier 
dog about six months old. A portion of its tail had 
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been recently removed, and the remaining part was very | carriage was also filled; they included one from 
much swollen and exceedingly sensitive, whilst the end , “Col. Leslie Beves and officers of the Ist R.S.G.A.” and 


was raw. On the 4th inst. he again called at the yard. 
On that day the dog, in his opinion, was suffering acutely. 
The defendant Wood now said he saw the dog on Thurs- 
day. The tail was then perfectly healed.—Mr. James 
Rowe, a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, was called in support of the summonses. Mr. 
Denman, in giving judgment, said that, having regard to 
the decided cases, he had not the least doubt that the 
operation amounted tocruelty. There must be a con- 
viction. In the case of Wood, who acted by the direc- 
tions of Sansum, there would be a penalty of £1 and 2s 
costs, and in the case of Sansum a penalty of £1 and 
£3 3s. costs.— The Times. 


To the Fellows and Members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

My term of office has expired and I have the 
honour to solicit your support at the ensuing election. 
I can claim that my attendance at Council meetings 
has been regular, and I hope in the future, as in the 
past, to work for the interests of the profession and 
its individual members. 

I shall continue to support any movement which 
I consider will further the progress of the profession 
and obtain that recognition which is justly.its due.— 
I am. your ohedient servant, 

A. E. Mertam. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Extract from London Gazette : 


Whitehall, May 12. 


The King has been pleased to give and grant unto 
Alfred E. Branch, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., His Majesty’s 
Royal licence and authority that he may accept and 
wear the Insignia of the Fourth Class of the Imperial 
Ottoman Order of the Osmanich, conferred upon him 
by H. H. the Khedive of Egypt, authorized by H.I.M., 
the Sultan of Turkey in recognition of valuable services 
rendered by him to the Egyptian Government. 


War Patt Mati, May 15. 


The undermentioned civilian veterinary surgeons to 
be Vet.-Lieutenants on augmentation: —F. Fail, 
F. A.S. Moore, W. Ludgate, R. A. Plunkett, W. A. 
Jelbart, J. Nicholas, 8. F. G. Palliv, J. J. B. Tabley, H. 
Allen, E. S. Oliver, H. Greenfield, W. E. Schofield, J. I. 
Edgar, E. C. Webb, E. J. Wadley, J. R. Stevenson, W. 
W.R. Neale, A. Leaning, H. E. Gibbs, H. Kirby, R. C. 
Matthews. 


At a Levée held by His Majesty the King at Bucking- 
ham Palace on May 18, Veterinary Surgeon Dayer- 
Smith, 3rd County of London LY., was oer b 
Hon. the Earl of Dunraven and Mountearl, 

ieut.-Col. 


THE LATE MR. J. MORTON, M.R&.C.V.S. 


The remains of the late Mr. John Morton were in- 
terred on Saturday last at the Brighton and Preston 
Cemetery. 

‘The deceased had held a commission as Veterinary- 
Captain in the 1st Royal Sussex Garrison Artillery 
(Volunteers) but the funeral, in deference to the express 
desire of the widow, was private in character. The 
coffin was covered with beautiful floral tributes and a 


one from the masters and drivers of the Old Ship cab. 


rank. It was a noticeable feature that very many of 

the Brighton cabmen displayed on their whips black 

~~ % a mark of the esteem in which Mr. Morton was 
eld. 

The officiating clergyman was the Revd. F. W. Min. 
chin, and at the graveside, amongst many others, were 
the following members of the veterinary profession :— 
Messrs. Walter Burt, Sen., Walter Burt, Junr., H. £. 
Audley Charles, Brighton ; W. K. Stuart, Hove ; and 
J. A. Todd, Worthing. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
_ ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 


Sir, 

A question in connection with this annual event may 
be worth consideration, as to whether a change in the 
method of election is desirable. In recent years a sort of 
amalgamation of the Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Eastern 
Counties Veterinary Societies has nominated three or 
four candidates annually who are members of these 


Societies and has paid their election oe out of the: 


funds. This is a course of procedure that the rules do 
not provide for, and is in my judgment a contemptibly 
mean course for any candidate to take. 

About one-fourth of the M.R.C.V.S. take an interest 
in the election, or exercise the privilege of voting for a 
Member of Council. These active members might be 
induced to band over that privilege to those three 
Societies, but the question arises what is to be done with 
the Director-General of the A.V.D. for we could not 
expect him to go hand in hand to the voluble leader of 
these Societies, although he might possibly be as docile 
in the Council as he must be at the War Office. 

But we must not forget that mighty factor in veteri- 
nary politics, the R.V.C. Perhaps arrangements could’ 
be made whereby all the Professors and Demonstraturs 
(I do not include the Principal) could have seats ou 
the Council in virtue of their respective offices. This 
would be sufficient for an opposing force in debate or 
conference, or—. The Principal of each school must be 
on the Council and in rotation should hold the position 
of President, for this honourable place ought not to 
subordinate to any man or his followers. ABC 


Dear Mr. Editor, 

I send you catalogue of a local Agricultural show held 
ety, nine miles from here, in which you will see 

‘S.S. advertisement which is very suggestive to 
the public that he is a “veterinary” blacksmith 
thought, in response te your request in The Vetermary 
Record yesterday, that it would interest you and poss 
bly your readers, I have often thought of sending you 
an occasional contribution, but time seems to afford me 
little leisure.—Yours truly, 

Buxton, May 17th. G. H. 


WHALEY BRIDGE. 
THOMAS JACKSON, RSS. 


Examined and Passed, July 4th, 1893 

By Professor W. Pritchard, F.RU.VS. 
Ex-President of Royal Veterinary College, ne 
London ; and F. W. Wragg, F.R.C.V.S., London. 


Horses Shod by Contract or Otherwise. 
General Work Neatly Executed. 
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has, ina vast number of instances, been misused by 
farriers in order to give the public a false impression ‘of 
the nature of their qualifications. You lightly assume 
the proof of the statement is easy Not so easy after 
all, however (though this statement itself is founded on 
the personal assurances of many fellow practitioners) 
because such misrepresentation is almost always by word 
of mouth, because only the very incautious commit 
themselves to written, printed, or painted advertise- 
ments, because of these very few come to the direct 
notice of the veterinary surgeons and fewer still are re- 
ported even when detected. Add to this the innumer- 
able loopholes of escape, and it is not extravagant to be- 
lieve that the reported cases do not represent a twentieth 
of those actually occurring. 

You seem to think, however, I shall have difficulty in 
finding five. A very short search has revealed thirty-five 
of which I send you particulars. These are not doubt- 
ful cases or such as will put you to any trouble to in- 
vestigate or authenticate, because you may find them in 
five minutes in the Farriers Registration List, and the 
other details I have already verified by careful reference 
to official papers of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. Print them, and let the een know the 


REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 
‘Sir, 

Very much against my will and, still more, my con- 
venience I find myself compelled to devote a little time 
to the above subject. As your editorial comments are 
the reason for my abandoning other work I hope you 
will do me the justice of giving early publicity to my 


reply. 

The Registration Committee of the Worshipful Com- 

ny of Farriers has applied to the Royal College of 
‘Veterinary surgeons for an expression of opinion re- 
garding its work—-in rather different circles it would be 
described as applying for a “character.” Let us see what 
it has done to deserve one. 

Initiated in 1890 by a Company which frankly stated , 
its entire ignorance of farriery (and has since incessantly 
excused its almost criminal blunders by throwing the 
blame on the veterinary surgeons) it registered sume 
3,330 applicants without the remotest pretence of 
examination. It has collected and squandered be- 
tween £3,000 and £4,000. Thirteen hundred pounds 
went the first year, before an examination of any 
kind was dreamed of. It took £1,320 odd from 


working farriers for absolutely worthless certificates 
and another £1,200 from the public for working 
expenses. Its supreme effort to teach the farrier as- 
sumed the form of a few dozen theoretical lectures 
delivered usually at night in polytechnics and assembly 
halls—not in farriers’ shops. When funds ceased 
to flow in and public clamour could no longer be 
stilled it sought to appear busy by “ associating itself ” 
(happy sophism) with Agricultural Societies which were 
holding shoeing competitions. The Agricultural Societies 
bore the expenses—the Registration Committee did the 
rest. When the Agricultural Society had provided the 
ground, the tools, the buildings, the horses and the 
practical examiners, and had practically tested the men 
in the only way a handicraftsman can be tested, i.¢., by 
making him work, the Registration Committee stepped 
in, put a few theoretical questions and supplied the 
right to use the magic letters R.S.S. for the trifling 
consideration of seven shillings and sixpence—or more 
if it could be got. The men passed at practical ex- 
aminations exclusively the Registration Committee’s 
own do not constitute one twentieth or, for that 
matter, one fiftieth part of those on the Register. 
_ The Registratioa Committee has created nothing ; but 
ithas destroyed much. The talent it registered pro- 
miscuously with the offscourings of the trade was there 
efore, It did not call it into being. It did not even 
sift it out. The early managers wanted money and 
results.” They got them. But they have killed the 
early chance of incorporating farriers as a skilled trade, 
they have killed the chance of enforcing apprentice- 
Ip (the only means of salvation of the farriers craft) 
‘they have forfeited their own reputation as men of busi- 
uess and perhaps as men of honour, and they have 
smirched the fair name of the veterinary profession 
‘sociated (unwittingly) with them. 
hat is the record. ; 
bv hat the working farrier thinks of it and what the 
usinéss man thinks of it is shown by results: the 


Committee wants funds. 
its ill the Royal ee of Veterinary Surgeons pawn 
; good name to raise funds for a Committee with such 
past? Will the Royal College back the Committee’s | 


‘ccomodation bill? because that, in plain language, is , P 


"hat the present appeal means. 
XN. me there is only one answer. 

the hy sit, I come to the last point and I leave it to. 
pone ast because it concerns us as a profession and me 
conan ctitioner, and therefore might be deemed a per- | 


Matter. I said in my speech that the certificate 


truth. I have no doubt every other veterinary surgeon 
could add to the quota. 

If then neither the shame of this committee’s early 
proceedings nor its present pitiable figure have any 
weight with you do not forget the interests of your own 
calling. For balf acentury we fought to secure recogni- 
tion asa profession and an exclusive right to use the 
word “veterinary.” Yet we have been inveigled into 
assisting a public body to flood the country with dense- 
ly ignorant farriers, armed with colourable imitations of 
our own diplomas and bearing the names of eminent 
veterinary surgeons, or of our own examiners like Mr. 
Wragg, Mr. Hunting, Dr. Fleming and Prof. Pritchard, 
names hitherto held in respect even among ourselves. 

Now for the misrepresentation that the Farriers’ 
Company has penal powers. I confine myself to a soli- 
tary instance. Number 3552, bolder or less cunning 
than his fellows, put on paper the “ Passed and exam- 
ined by Dr. Fleming yo Professor Pritchard” which 
dozens of others conveyed by word of mouth. His case 
was discovered. But, asin many similar instances, the 
Farriers’ .Company would do nothing and the Royal 
College could do nothing. The most the Farriers’ Com- 
pany ever could do would be to remove a man’s name 
from its Register. But as the presence or absence of 
his name does not alter his legal position one jot that is 
an absolutely empty threat, He is still left with his 
“diploma” and his powers of misrepresentation are un- 
diminished. If his license to work or recover debts de- 
pended on his name being ‘on the Register, as in the 
case of a M.R.C.V.S., it would be another matter. But 
the temptation to juggle with the “ Register” of the 
Farriers’ Company and that of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons proved too great a temptation for 
those persons who wished to support the committee. I[ 
do not think the comparison will mislead anyone who 
gives it a moment’s thought. 

The Farriers’ Company has throughout displayed a 
cynical indifference to the rights and privileges of mem- 
bers of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and, if 
any incident were wanting to prove the truth of the 


| statement, it would be afforded by a certificate, duly 


signed by a Clerk of the Company, and this week pro- 
sed to be issued, encouraging a man todo what we 
obtained an Act of Parliament and have fought for 
twenty years past to render illegal. The certificate was 
in favour of “Edward Davies, The Veterinary Shoeing 
Forge, Denbigh.” —I am, sir, yours faithfully, 


Jno. A. W. 
56 New Bond Street, W. 
16th May. 
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Farriers 

Roe Ne? Name and Address of R.S.S.___ Nature of Complaint. Notes. 
306, Mackey, S. & Son, Godalming.—Assuming the title After correspondence with the Solicitor undertook to dis- 
311 “‘ Veterinary.” continue. 

3299 Dawson, J., Henry Street, High Street, St. John’s After correspondence with Solicitor was prosecuted, fined 


1647 


787 


Wood.—Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Blanchard, H. B., 33 Victoria Road, Kilburn.—Dis- 
playing Veterinary Surgeon’s name on sign. 


Attfield, R. & Son, Mortlake.—Assuming the title 
Veterinary.” 


3745? Langdon, I., Lower Norwood.—Assuming the title 


1271 


878 


3227 


or ? 


2132 


‘Veterinary, Horses, et., attended.” 

Harris, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.—Assuming the title 
“‘ Veterinary” and displaying Veterinary Surgeon’s 
name. 

Lucas, Benj., 2 Meridian Vale, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
—Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Howes, J., 2 Decuna Street, Bermondsey New Rd.— 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary,” and ‘ All kinds 
of horse and cattle medicines supplied.” 


2633? Lawes, Alfd., Roan Street, Greenwich, S.E.— As- 


3552 


2959 


569 


1238 


563 


2138 


772 


1274 


1583 


suming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Payne, G., 2 Campbell Road, Finsbury Park.—As- 
suming the title ‘‘ Veterinary,” and on second occas- 
sion using names of Members of the R.C.V.S. 
Thirtle, J., 18 Shirland Mews, Fernhead Road, W. 
—Using names of Members of the R.C.V.S. 
Hallett, Jno., 27 Newington Butts, 8.E.—Assuming 
the title ‘- Veterinary.” 


Taylor, T. & Son, Cambridge Mews, Hyde Park.— 
Assuming the title ‘* Veterinary.” 


Browning, F., 49 Howard Road, Newington Green, 
N. Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Fox. Joseph, Victoria Street, Derby. Assuming 
the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Pain, G., Campbell Road, Seven Sisters Road, 
Finsbury Park. Advertising ‘‘ Passed and examined 
by Dr. Fleming and Prof. Pritchard.” 


Hallas, John, White Horse Yard, Lydgate, Saddle- 
worth. Assuming the title ‘ Veterinary.’ 

Biles, Geo., 1 Albert Mews, Hoxton, N. Advertis- 
ing ‘‘Contracts made for shoeing and doctoring 
horses.’ 


Owen F., 27, Brooks Mews North, Gloucester Ter- 

race. Hyde Park Gardens.—Assuming the title 

‘** Veterinary.” 

Dawkins, V., 3, Stanley Mews, Paddington.—Assum- 

ing the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

Lucas, B., Berkeley Vale, Clifton, Bristol.—Using 

letters ‘‘ V.F.” (veterinary farrier ?) 

Holmes, James, 1 Bernard Mews, Little Guildford 

Street, W.—Assuming the title *‘ Veterinary.” 

Sands, W. H., Castle St., Sunderland.—Advertising 

—e qualifications for the ‘‘ Treatment of Horses’ 
eet.” 

Bird, B., 77, Portobello Road, Notting Hill, W.— 

Advertising himself as ‘‘ From the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons, Camden Town.” 

Wood, F., Cranmer Road, North Brixton.—Assum- 

ing the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

Dawkins, W. H. and Son (George), Millicent Street, 

Cardiff. Assuming the title ‘“‘ Veterinary.” 


5/- and costs. Farriers Company appealed to, but did 


nothing. Name still on Register of Farriers. 
Received cautionary notice. ‘ 


After three distinct notices and correspondence with Solici- 
tor lasting ten months was prosecuted and fined 10/- und 
costs. Still on Farriers Register. 


After six months’ legal steps, was fined 20/- and 20/- costs, 
Name still on Register of Farriers Company. 


After two cautionary ‘notices and correspondence extending 


over six months was prosecuted, fined 40/- and costs.. 


Still on Register of Farriers Company. 
After cautionary notice signed undertaking to discontinue, 


After two cautionary notices and correspondence extending 
over six months gave undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice signed undertaking to discontinue.. 


On threat of prosecution the first offence was discontinued,. 
but a new offence committed two years later. Altogether 
these cases occupied attention for nearly three years. 


Solicitor instructed to prosecute in 1894, but case not pro- 
ceeded with. In 1899 a new offence reported. On receipt 
of cautionary notice undertaking to discontinue was 
given. 

Cautionary notice sent. Undertaking to discontinue re- 
ceived. 

Cautionary notice and letters from solicitor being dis- 
regarded, was proscuted and fined 20/- and 23/- costs. 
Still on Farriers Register. 

Cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor being dis- 
regarded, was prosecuted and fined 10/- at Derby Petty 
Sessions. Still on Farriers Register. 


Solicitor instructed to write Farriers Company, After 
three months interval reports Farriers Company has 
arrived at no decision. This man still on Farrier’ 
Register. 

After cautionary notice gave undertaking to discontinue. 


Three series of complaints have been made against this 
man; one in 1895, one in 1896, and one in 1902. Al- 
though the Solicitor was instructed to prosecute on each 
occasion it wa's vot until October, 1902, that Biles was 
prosecuted and convicted. As in the case of every man 
whose name is here quoted he is still on the Farriers 
Register. 

After cautionary notice and correspondence extending over 
several months use of words was discontinued. 


After cautionary notice and correspondence undertaking to 
discontinue was received. 
Council considering if its powers are sufficient to deal with 

this. 

After correspondence extending over six months this case 
dropped out of date. on 
After correspondence and special notice from Solicitor, 

undertaking to discontinue was given by Sands. 


After correspondence and cautionary notice, gave 40 under- 
taking to discontinue. 


After correspondence and cautionary notice gave under- 
taking to discontinue. 
After correspondence and cautionary notice was disc” 
tinued. 
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Name and Address of R.S.S. Nature of Complaint. 


1366 Goodson, W., Hackliffe Street, Leighton Buzzard. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Jones, T. W., Chingford. Assuming the title 
Veterinary.” 


220 


Browning, F., 2a, Northampton Street, Essex Road, 

N., and 49, Howard Road, Stoke Newington. 

‘Veterinary shoeing forges, Infirmary for domestic 

animals. Coutracts for medical attendance.” 

Price, Wm., 14, Market Street, Brecon.—Assuming 

the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

Hedley, Mrs., Talbot Street. Mosside, Manchester, 

(R. Hedley).—Assuming the title Veterinary.” 

1541? Banning F., 225, Ball’s Pond Road, Islington, N.— 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

1637 Watkins, W., 36, North Crescent Mews, Marylebone. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary,” 

831 Price, Wm., 14, Market Street, Brecon. 

the title ‘“‘ Veterinary.” 


3213 


3531 


Assuming 


R.S.S. but unable for the moment to give number. Col- 
lins, A. E., 31, Ball’s Pond Road, Dalston Junction. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


380 Smith, James, 25, Queen Anne Street, Liverpool. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” , 


Notes. 


After cautionary notices and correspondence extending over 
four months, an undertaking to discontinue was given. 


After cautionary notices and correspondence the Solicitor 
was instructed to prosecute, but eventually Jones gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


A gross case. See No. 3213 ante. Had previously been 
prosecuted and fined 20s. and 23s. costs. bn this occasion 
received cautionary notice and gave undertaking not to 
continue. Stil/ on Farriers’ Register. 


Received cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor and 
gave undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


This man had given an undertaking (see above) in March, 
1899. Nevertheless in August, 1899, he was still offend- 
ing as before and it was not until after a long corres- 
pondence and threats of prosecution that he at length 
really discontinued. (Solicitor reported words discontin- 
ued January 4th, 1900). 


Complained of first November, 1901. After six months’ 
correspondence at last gave undertaking to discontinue, 
July 2nd, 1902. On October 9th was again offending. 
Solicitor instructed to prosecute. On Jan. 8th. 1903, 
gave a further undertaking to discontinue and the case 
dropped. 


After receiving cautionary notice and letters gave an under- 
taking to discontinue. 


Nore.—In one or two instances points of interrogation have been added to the Registered numbers. This only implies 


a doubt as to ths number, the other particulars have been checked by official documents. 


It will be noted that 


several persons have committed more than one offence. 


[The following were unavoidably held over last week.) 


‘CRUELTY To ANIMALS AND THE RELATION OF THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION TOWARD THE SOCIETY FOR 
THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


Dear Sir, 

Without waiting for the publication of the discussion 
which followed the reading of Mr. James Peddie’s paper 
recently delivered before the members of the Scottish 
Metropolitan Veterinary Society, I hasten to avail my- 
self of your indulgence by trespassing on the space of 
your valuable journal. It is evident from the tone of 
the essayist—although he distinctly qualifies any pre- 
Judice he may have—that his experiences when arrayed 
aan expert witness for the defence have been in most 
instances distinctly unfavourable. For my own part my 
experiences in this connection have been of a varied 
tature—often scoring for my client when his case ap- 
peared anything but promising, and occasionaily suffer- 
ing defeat in turn. 

There is no doubt the Society have done a deal of 
800d in restraining unnecessary and unjustifiable cruelty 
on dumb creatures, and it would appear strange to the 


Y mind were we, as veterinary surgeons, antogonistic 


to xe efforts they may put forward with a view to 
Punishing offenders for their inhumanity. 
Vuring the last sixteen years I have repeatedly given 


‘vidence for and against the Society at the London and — 


Pony police courts, and have no hesitation in stat- 
ee like methods they adopt in pressing home their 
, vp They rarely misrepresent their cases here, 
id every precaution is taken to back up their state- 
ments on oath with abundance of 


Sen 7 ignorance of the customs which prevail in 
“otland, and speak ostensibly from procedure as it 
known here. 


Mr. Editor, that I have always admired the busi- | « heir 
veterinary surgeon to make bis examination. 


roof, and above all | 


eterinary evidence. I would point out, how | On the other hand, if not a proper case to bring the 


I believe the English and Scottish Societies are dis- 
tinct bodies. This may account in some small degree 
for the irregularities Mr. Peddie complains of. ‘That 
gentleman boldly asserts undue oppression of the poor 
man. That is not so, in fact I have heard Mr. Colam 
say that unless he were in « position to prosecute even 
their own president, should he be guilty of cruelty, 
he would no longer continue his secretarial duties in 
Jermyn Street. Only last week I appeared with my 
esteemed friend and colleague, Professor Pritchard, in 
support of the prosecution of an eminent West End sur- 
geov. That gentleman brought a formidable witness to 
court to give evidence in his favour in the person of an 
English Baronet, who stated from the witness box that 
he was an annual subscriber to the prosecuting Society 
and would, in consequence of their action in summons- 
ing his friend, withdraw his subscription in the future. 
This is by no means an isolated case, all classes faring 
equally. 

yr cate procedure, the rule of the Society is not to 
rush people into court. On the contrary, a summons is 
nearly always issued, which necessarily allows plenty of 
grace. The procedure of making an arrest and charge 
is occasionally resorted to, but with the aid of a con- 
stable who alone is responsible should such charge prove 
abortive. The delay in issuing a summons would seem 


to lie in the fact that so soon as an examination of the 


animal has been made by the Society’s inspector and the 
defaulter’s name and address noted, a report is made to 
headquarters, who in turn request their “ 

is 
done, that gentleman decides whether, in his opinion, it 
is a proper case to bring. If such proves so, an indepen- 
dent veterinary surgeon is requisitioned to examine the 
animal and give evidence when the hearing takes place. 


matter drops. Obviously nothing could be fairer, and 
the delay occasioned arises during these investigations 
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Compay Name and Address of R.S.S. Nature of Complaint. Notes. 


306, Mackey, S. & Son, Godalming.—Assuming the title 


311 


Veterinary.” 


3299 ee J., Henry Street, High Street, St. John’s 


1647 


787 


ood.—Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Blanchard, H. B., 33 Victoria Road, Kilburn.—Dis- 
playing Veterinary Surgeon’s name on sign. 


Attfield, R. & Son, Mortlake.—Assuming the title 
Veterinary.” 


3745? Langdon, I., Lower Norwood.—Assuming the title 


1271 


878 


3227 


or ? 


2132 


2633 ? 


3552 
2959 

569 
2955 
3213 
1461 
3552 


1238 


563 


2138 


772 


1274 


1583 


‘* Veterinary, Horses, et., attended.” 

Harris, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.—Assuming the title 

“Veterinary” and displaying Veterinary Surgeon’s 

name. 

Lucas, Benj., 2 Meridian Vale, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 

—Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

Howes, J., 2 Decuna Street, Bermondsey New Rd.— 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary,” and ‘“ All kinds 
of horse and cattle medicines supplied.” 

Lawes, Alfd., Roan Street, Greenwich, S.E.— As- 

suming the title Veterinary.” 

Payne, G., 2 Campbell Road, Finsbury Park.—As- 

suming the title ‘‘ Veterinary,” and on second occas- 

sion using names of Members of the R.C.V.S. 


Thirtle, J., 18 Shirland Mews, Fernhead Road, W. 
—Using names of Members of the R.C.V.S. 


Hallett, Jno., 27 Newington Butts, S.E.—Assuming 
the title ‘* Veterinary.” 


Taylor, T. & Son, Cambridge Mews, Hyde Park.— 
Assuming the title ‘ Veterinary.”’ 


Browning, F., 49 Howard Road, Newington Green, 
N. Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Fox. Joseph, Victoria Street, Derby. Assuming 
the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Pain, G., Campbell Road, Seven Sisters Road, 
Finsbury Park. Advertising ‘‘ Passed and examined 
by Dr. Fleming and Prof. Pritchard.” 


‘Hallas, John, White Horse Yard, Lydgate, Saddle- 


worth. Assuming the title ‘ Veterinary.’ 

Biles, Geo., 1 Albert Mews, Hoxton, N. Advertis- 
ing ‘‘Contracts made for shoeing and doctoring 
horses.’ 


Owen F., 27, Brooks Mews North, Gloucester Ter- 
race. Hyde Park Gardens.—Assuming the title 
‘** Veterinary.” 

Dawkins, V., 3, Stanley Mews, Paddington.—Assum- 
ing the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

Lucas, B., Berkeley Vale, Clifton, Bristol.—Using 
letters ‘‘ V.F.” (veterinary farrier ?) 

Holmes, James, 1 Bernard Mews, Little Guildford 
Street, W.—Assuming the title *‘ Veterinary.” 
Sands, W. H., Castle St., Sunderland.—Advertising 
special qualifications for the ‘‘ Treatment of Horses’ 
Bird, B., 77, Portobello Road, Notting Hill, W.— 
Advertising himself as ‘‘ From the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, Camden Town.” 

Wood, F., Cranmer Road, North Brixton.—Assum- 
ing the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

Dawkins, W. H. and Son (George), Miilicent Street, 
Cardiff. Assuming the title ‘“‘ Veterinary.” 


After correspondence with the Solicitor undertook to dis. 
continue. 

After correspondence with Solicitor was prosecuted, fined 
5/- and costs. Farriers Company appealed to, but did 
nothing. Name still on Register of Farriers. 


Received cautionary notice. 


After three distinct notices and correspondence with Solici- 
tor lasting ten months was prosecuted and fined 10/- and 
costs. Still on Farriers Register. 

After six months’ legal steps, was fined 20/- and 20/- costs.. 
Name still on Register of Farriers Company. 

After two cautionary ‘notices and correspondence extending 
over six months was prosecuted, fined 40/- and costs. 
Still on Register of Farriers Company. 


After cautionary notice signed undertaking to discontinue. 


After two cautionary notices and correspondence extending 
over six months gave undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice signed undertaking to discontinue.. 


On threat of prosecution the first offence was discontinued,. 
but a new offence committed two years later. Altogether 
these cases occupied attention for nearly three years. 


Solicitor instructed to prosecute in 1894, but case not pro- 
ceeded with. In 1899 a new offence reported. On receipt 
of cautionary notice undertaking to discontinue was 
given. 

Cautionary notice sent. 

_Ceived, 

Cautionary notice and letters from solicitor being dis- 
regarded, was proscuted and fined 20/- and 23/- costs. 
Still on Farriers Register. 

Cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor being dis- 
regarded, was prosecuted and fined 10/- at Derby Petty 
Sessions. Still on Farriers Register. 

Solicitor instructed to write Farriers Company, After 
three months interval reports Farriers Company has 
arrived at no decision. This man still on Farriers 
Register. 

After cautionary notice gave undertaking to discontinue. 


Undertaking to discontinue re- 


Three series of complaints have been made against this 
man; one in 1895, one in 1896, and one in 1902. Al- 
though the Solicitor was instructed to prosecute on each 
occasion it wa's not until October, 1902, that Biles was 
prosecuted and convictea. As in the case of every man 
whose name is here quoted he is still on the Farriers 
Register. 

After cautionary notice and correspondence extending over 
several months use of words was discontinued. 


After cautionary notice and correspondence undertaking to 
discontinue was received. ; 
Council considering if its powers are sufficient to deal with 

this. 

After correspondence extending over six months this case 
dropped out of date. ee 
After correspondence and special notice from Solicitor, 

undertaking to discontinue was given by Sands. 


After correspondence and cautionary notice, gave 40 under- 
taking to discontinue. 


After correspondence und cautionary notice gave under- 
taking to discontinue. ved 

After correspondence and cautionary notice was 41800? 
tinued. 


a 
q 
a 
F 
A 
} 
| 
878 
2589 
ey 
202 
in, 
Se 
i | 


lid: 


ler- 


‘Reg, No” 


May 23, 1903 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 743 


_— Name and Address of R.S.S. _ Nature of Complaint. 


1366 Goodson, W., Hackliffe Street, Leighton Buzzard. 
Assuming the title ‘“‘ Veterinary.” 

920 Jones, T. W., Chingford. Assuming the title 
Veterinary.” 


3213 Browning, F., 2a, Northampton Street, Essex Road, 
N., and 49, Howard Road, Stoke Newington. 
‘Veterinary shoeing forges, Infirmary for domestic 
animals. Contracts for medical attendance.” 

831 Price, Wm., 14, Market Street, Brecon.—Assuming 
the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

3531 Hedley, Mrs., Talbot Street. Mosside, Manchester, 
(R. Hedley).—Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

1541? Banning F., 225, Ball’s Pond Road, Islington, N.— 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 

1637 Watkins, W., 36, North Crescent Mews, Marylebone. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary,” 

831 Price, Wm., 14, Market Street, Brecon. Assuming 
the title ‘“‘ Veterinary.” 


R.S.8. but unable for the moment to give number. Col- 
lins, A. E., 31, Ball’s Pond Road, Dalston Junction. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


380 Smith, James, 25, Queen Anne Street, Liverpool. 
Assuming the title ‘‘ Veterinary.” 


Notes. 


After cautionary notices and correspondence extending over 
four months, an undertaking to discontinue was given. 


After cautionary notices and correspondence the Solicitor 
was instructed to prosecute, but eventually Jones gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


A gross case. See No. 3213 ante. Had previously been 
prosecuted and fined 20s. and 23s. costs. bn this occasion 
received cautionary notice and gave undertaking not to 
continue. Stil/ on Farriers’ Register. 


Received cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor and 
gave undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


After cautionary notice and letters from Solicitor gave an 
undertaking to discontinue. 


This man had given an undertaking (see above) in March, 
1899. Nevertheless in August, 1899, he was still offend- 
ing as before and it was not until after a long corres- 
pondence and threats of prosecution that he at length 
really discontinued. (Solicitor reported words discontin- 
ued January 4th, 1900). 


Complained of first November, 1901. After six months’ 
correspondence at last gave undertaking to discontinue, 
July 2nd, 1902. On October 9th was again offending. 
Solicitor instructed to prosecute. On Jan. 8th. 1903, 
gave a further undertaking to discontinue and the case 
dropped. 


After receiving cautionary notice and letters gave an under- 
taking to discontinue. 


Nore.—In one or two instances — of interrogation have been added to the Registered numbers. This only implies 


a (loubt as to ths number, t 


e other particulars have been checked by official documents. It will be noted that 


several persons have committed more than one offence. 


[The following were unavoidably held over last week. | 


CRUELTY To ANIMALS AND THE RELATION OF THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION TOWARD THE SOCIETY FOR 
THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


Dear Sir, 

Without waiting for the publication of the discussion 
which followed the reading of Mr. James Peddie’s paper 
recently delivered before the members of the Scottish 
Metropolitan Veterinary Society, I hasten to avail my- 
self of your indulgence by trespassing on the space of 
your valuable journal. It is evident from the tone of 
the essayist—althongh he distinctly qualifies any pre- 
Judice he may have—that his experiences when arrayed 
48 an expert witness for the defence have been in most 
instances distinctly unfavourable. For my own part my 
experiences in this connection have been of a varied 
tature—often scoring for my client when his case ap- 
peared anything but promising, and occasionally suffer- 
lng defeat in turn. 

There is no doubt the Society have done a deal of 
600d in restraining unnecessary and unjustifiable cruelty 
o2 dumb creatures, and it would appear strange to the 
4y mind were we, as veterinary surgeons, antogonistic 
to 7. efforts they may put forward with a view to 
Punishing offenders for their inhumanity. 


Vuring the last sixteen years I have repeatedly given | 


vidence for and against the Society at the London and 
suburban police courts, and have no hesitation in stat- 
ng, Mr. Editor, that I have always admired the busi- 
tess-like methods they adopt in pressing home their 
charges. They rarely misrepresent their cases here, 
and every precaution is taken to back up their state- 
— on oath with abundance of proof, and above all 
a veterinary evidence. I would point out, how- 
Scot) ~ | ignorance of the customs which prevail in 
is land, and speak ostensibly from procedure as it 
known here, 


I believe the English and Scottish Societies are dis- 
tinct bodies. This may account in some small degree 
for the irregularities Mr. Peddie complains of. ‘That 
gentleman boldly asserts undue oppression of the poor 
man. That is not so, in fact I have heard Mr. Colam 
say that unless he were in a position to prosecute even 
their own president, should he be guilty of cruelty, 
he would no longer continue his secretarial duties in 
Jermyn Street. Only last week I appeared with my 
esteemed friend and colleague, Professor Pritchard, in 
support of the prosecution of aneminent West End sur- 
geov. That gentleman brought a formidable witness to 
court to give evidence in his favour in the person of an 
English Baronet, who stated from the witness box that 
he was an annual subscriber to the prosecuting Society 
and would, in consequence of their action in summons- 
ing his friend, withdraw his subscription in the future. 
This is by no means an. isolated case, all classes faring 
equally. 

“os anil procedure, the rule of the Society is not to 
rush people into court. On the contrary, a summons is 
nearly always issued, which necessarily allows plenty of 
grace. The procedure of making an arrest and charge 


_ is occasionally resorted to, but with the aid of a con- 


stable who alone is responsible should such charge prove 
abortive. The delay in issuing a summons would seem 


_ to lie in the fact that so soon as an examination of the 
- animal has been made by the Society’s inspector and the 


defaulter’s name and address noted, a report is made to 
headquarters, who in turn — request their “inside ” 
veterinary surgeon to make his examination. This 
done, that gentleman decides whether, in his opinion, it 
is a proper case to bring. If such proves so, an indepen- 
dent veterinary surgeon is requisitioned to examine the 
animal and give evidence when the hearing takes place. 
On the other hand, if not a proper case to bring the 
matter drops. Obviously nothing could be fairer, and 
the delay occasioned arises during these investigations 
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and subsequent police court procedure. I fail to seen 
any hardship in this delay, for it is a means of giving 
every opportunity to the delinquent in preparing his 
defence. 

It would be exceedingly difficult for any corporation 
to undertake the responsibilities of their officers when 
giving evidence. The individal Society inspector is in 
every instance the prosecutor and, as he issworn, knows 
full well the gravity of a misrepresentation. No doubt 
many inspectors are over zealous in pressing their charges 
but they do not figure more prominently than a few of 
our professional brothers who appear as experts for 
the defence. And this brings me to the crux of the 
whole question. Times out of number I have heard the 
veterinary expert for the defence give the most absurd 
and unreasonable evidence. Whether from lack of 
knowledge, bigotry, or an over zeal displayed in the 
interest of his client, he frequently exhibits such an 
amount of antagonism to the evidence of the prosecu- 
ting expert as to lead the bench to view his statements 
with the utmost suspicion and not infrequently with 
derision. Especially is this the case when the animal 
has been seen by the bench, as frequently happens. 

One can hardly wonder at the slurs thus cast on an 
honourable and hard working profession, or why we are 
individually mistrusted. Mr. Peddie is perfectly right 

‘in stating the utter disregard our members show of 
ethics. Etiquette is greatly boomed in print, but un- 
fortunately notin practice. I, like Mr. Peddie, am the 
last in the world to appear disparaging to my brother 
practitioners and bear no malice whatever in ventilating 
a subject so full of misgivings. 

However zealous we may be of safeguarding the 
interests of our clients, and however susceptible we may 
be of the R.S.P.C.A’s activity in panes forward . the 
noble work of which they are proud, let us endeavour to 
imbue our utterances in public with the utmost medita- 
tion and common-sense. It isin this way alone that we 
can achieve glorious distinction in assisting the dumb 
animal entrusted to our charge, and in upholding the 
traditions of a noble profession. 

Wo. 


Lincoln’s Inn, 13th May. 


Sir, 
I think there is, after all, something in Mr. Peddie’s 
recent indictment of the methods of the R.S.P.C.A. 
I think that No.4 of his objections is to a certain 
extent a valid one. I do not say there is “ gross exag- 
ration” of actual conditions, but there is certainly 
exaggeration. I suppose, however, that the 
idea is to impress by high flown language a bench of 
gentlemen whom it is assumed won't fine or commit 
unless their feelings of humanity are played on to the 
utmost. Heine said that when a woman writes she has 
one eye on the paper and the other ona man. This rule 
he wickedly declared — to all women except the 
Countess Hahn-Hahn who had only one eye. When an 
inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. gets on the job he seems to 
have one eye on the bench and the other on a convic- 
tion. Occasionally there isa gentleman on the Bench 
like Mr. Bottle, of Dover, who can sift the wheat from 
the chaff. [ once heard acharge brought by an inspector 
at Dover against a man for gross cruelty and torture to 
a mare by unmercifully beating it with a broom handle. 
The mare was brought by the owner to a veterinary 
surgeon for examination two hours after the alleged un- 
merciful conduct. Not a trace of abrasion, bruise or 
tenderness could be found about her at that time. The 
case went into court and Mr. Bottle asked the inspector 
whether if the animal was treated as he alleged there 
would not be within two hours afterwards evident traces 
of “the unmerciful beating.” The inspector said “Oh, 
no.” Mr. Bottle said: “You'll excuse me for saying 
so but as an old veterinary surgeon I should say there 


| undoubtedly would be traces of this “unmerciful beat- 
_ ing.” 
‘Scientific evidence, especially when a veterinary sur- 


Eventually the case was rightly dismissed, 


geon appears for the Society, ought to be left to the 
veterinary surgeon and yet how frequently do we 
find the inspector plunging into all the mysteries of blood 
and matter, and exemplifying the adage about “fools 
rushing in” where almost “angels fear to tread.” 

I well remember giving evidence for the Society at 
Louth, The inspector was asked by the bench where 
the horse waslame. His reply was “on the fore shoulder 
and hind hip” and the lameness was due to “sprains 
of the muscles.” [ gave evidence and said the lameness 
was due to a a contracted tendon below the knee. 

The disparity of the evidence did not seem to be noticed 
by the gentlemen on the bench, and the man was fined 
2/6 and 16/- costs. I have often thought since if that 
man had had a sharp solicitor to defend him he might 
easily have won his case, for the solicitor could have 
said, “the inspector says the horse is lame in one place 
and the veterinary surgeon says he is lame in another. 
Surely the horse could not have been very lame if these 
two expert gentlemen differed as to where he was lame, 
and if he was not very lame it is possible that it was not 
cruelty to work him. 

I have appeared for the Society and have been asked 
in Court whether such and such an act was “gross 
cruelty.” lappreciate the difference between “gross” 
and “great” and take into consideration the status of 
the defendant and reply accordingly. I object to such 
adjectives as “gross,” “inhuman,” and to such verbs as 
“torture, except in rare instances, and I think ina 

reat number of the cases of prosecution “ evil is wrought 
y want of thought” more than “ want of heart.” 

There is just one other matter, though not touched 
on by Mr. Peddie, and that is engaging a veterinary sur- 
geon in conversation about a case and either acting or 
not acting on his opinion without paying for it. Ihave 
known this done above once. 

Legal procedure is a thing we can’t alter. I have 
often admired the acumen of a stipendiary magistrate 
and wished all veterinary surgeons might be enabled to 
appear before them. 

After all these are small things, due perhaps to the 
inconsistencies of human nature more than anything 
else, and there is no doubt that the Society is doing a 
great and good work, and it rests a great deal with us 
as a profession by impartial evidence, persuasion, and’ 
criticism to keep it in the right track.— Yours truly, 

G. MAYALL. 


THE INLAND REVENUE. 
Sir, 
A month ago I was called on to pay the Inland 
Revenue 15s. for a man servant. 

My groom does not wear livery or drive out but re: 
mains in the stable all day, acts in the capeetly of a 
strapper or one many say a labourer. I should ike to 
know if other veterinary surgeons pay a similar tax, 
which I think most unjust. If they do I think we 
should in a body protest against paying same. I in- 
close my card, would thank you for insertion 10 


Record.—Yours truly, SURGEON.” 
ET. . 
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